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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


BCV  dedication  points  to  bright  future 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Assoicate  Editor 


Several  new 
buildings,  renovat¬ 
ed  buildings  and 
rooms  —  along  with 
a  new  security  gate 
and  fence  —  were 
dedicated  on  May  7 
at  the  India 
Nunnery  Campus  of 
the  Baptist 

Children's  Village 
(BCV)  in  Jackson. 

Deemed  "A 
Legacy  of  Families," 
the  celebration  took 
place  in  the  newly 
renovated  Poweli- 
Fullilove  Chapel. 


Published  Since  1877 


of  the  chapel  was  made  possible  through  the  •  The  Hollingsworth  Conference  Room  •  New  iron  faice  and  gate  in  honor  of  Mr. 

fenerous  bequest  of  Hazel  Alexander  located  in  the  Pigott  Building,  named  in  and  Mrs.  Marshall  Robbins  of  New  Albany. 
uUilove  of  Vaiden.  honor  of  Tom  and  Jimmy  Hollingsworth  of  "This  gate  and  fence  is  not  so  much  to  keep 

The  chapel  renovation  includes  a  mosa-  Hollandale,  a  father  and  son  who  have  people  in  or  others  out,  but  to  communicate 
ic  of  Italian  colored  glass  and  stone  create  -  combined,  served  for  more  than  39  years  security  to  the  troubled  children  who  come 
by  Milton  and  Allen  Pounds  of  Covington,  on  the  BCV  board.  to  stay  on  our  camipus,"  said  Robinson. 

La.  The  mosaic  depicts  an  angel  Icx^ng  •  The  Robinson  Emergency  Care  Facility,  At  the  Farrow  Manor  Campus  in 

over  Jesus,  a  shepherd  boy,  a  mother  cina  a  new  building  near  the  tront  of  the  campus  Independence: 

child,  and  other  cnildren.  that  provides  immediate  emergency  resi-  •  The  Corey  Family  Complex,  which 

•  Renovations  to  the  Mize-Miller  dential  care  for  children,  named  m  honor  of  provides  off  duty  housing  for  BC^  staff. 
Cottage,  named  in  honor  of  W.  G.  Mize,  Ronny  Robirtson,  former  BCV  board  mem-  named  in  honor  of  the  Coiw  family  anci 
BCV  executive  director  from  1936-60,  and  ber  and  current  BCV  executive  director.  made  possible  by  Lyle  Corey,  Sr.  of 
Charlie  Miller  of  Jackson,  who  serv^  on  •  The  Pyron  Board  Room,  located  in  Grenada.  The  Corey  familv  has  supported 
the  BCV  board  of  trustees  for  over  40  years,  the  Merrill  Building,  named  in  honor  of  BCV  over  a  41 -year  period. 

•  The  Pigott  Building,  a  multi-purp>ose  W.  K.  Pyron,  Sr.  and  W.  K.  "Billy"  Pyron,  For  more  information  on  BCV  ministries, 

facility  next  to  the  chapel,  named  in  honor  Jr.,  of  Natchez,  a  father  and  son  who  nave  ccmtact  Chiystelle  Thames,  BCV  director  of 
of  Ruth  Pauline  Andrews  Pigott  Grubbs  of  combined,  served  for  over  39  years  on  the  public  relations,  at  P.  O.  Box  27,  Clinton,  MS 
Walthall  County,  a  longtime  fcv  supporter.  BCV  board.  39060-0027.  Telephone  (601)  9^-2242. 
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Christians  and  our  culture 


Wtthin  the  month,  Vermont  will  Couples  will  be 
become  the  first  state  in  the  nation  able  to  eschew  the 
to  officially  recognize  the  "union"  traditional  female 
of  homosexual  couples.  "  bride  and  male  bride- 

Under  direct  orders  from  the  activist  groom  atop  their 
Vermont  Supreme  Court,  lemslators  in  that  cake,  in  favor  of  the 
state  were  forced  during  ttieir  just-com-  venerable  arm-in- 
pleted  session  to  alter  state  law  in  order  to  arm  marital  onbrace 
conform  to  what  is,  in  essence,  homosexu-  now  featuring  two 
al  mamage  with  all  the  rights  and  privi-  mei\  two  women,  or 
leg^  thereof.  two  men  with  one 

Same-sex  couples  are  expected  to  flood  cross-dressed  in  a 
Vermont  to  be  legally  joined  together,  and  wedding  gown, 
then  return  to  their  home  states  demanding  As  strange  as  all 

■  that  the  legally-sanctioned  unions  be  of  this  may  seem,  die 
recognized  under  the  interstate  history  of  perverse 

commerce  clause  of  the  U.S.  behavior  indicates 

Constitution.  that  we  haven't  seen 

A  very  general  explanation  of  the  anything  yet. 
interstate  commerce  clause  is  that  It  behooves  us 
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we  AWe  MOT  A  FOU'ICRVICe  MUIKH! 


WC  VO  NOT  CHeCte  YOUR  OIL  OR  WlBS 
YOUR  WlKtSHiew^.  VU6  TONfi, 

ioott  stem  OR  LIFT  YOUR  WRINKLES.  1 

WE  von't  shine  your  shoes,  cure 

YOUR  GOUT,  RESTORE  YOUR  HAIR,  OR 
BAIL  YOU  OUT.  we  CAN'T  CORE  THE_ 
NtAHGE  OR  FIX  YOUR  RAN6E.  NORPO 
WE  LOSE  YOUR  WEIGHT  OR  tAOVS 
YOUR  FREIGHT.  WE  ARE  A  CHURm 
OF  WE  L0«0  gSgtf 
TO  PREACH  A  GOSPEL  OP  IN 

UNE,  MV  PRACria  IT  each  Oi^lF 
THIS  IS  what  YOURE  looking 
OONIE  *OM  OYER .  IP  NOT,  KEEP 


constitutionally  prohibited  from 
enacting  any  laws  or  regulations 
that  would  impede  the  conduct  of 
"Commerce  between  the  states. 

Pro-homosexual  groups  believe 
recalcitrant  states  can  be  brought 
into  line  using  this  portion  of  die 
Constitution. 

Mississippi  and  several  other  states 
have  been  proactive  in  taking  steps  to 
legally  decline  recogration  of  homo- 
%xual  unions  sanctioned  in  otlwr 
ictions,  but  the  battle  is  far  from  over, 
states  have  not  yet  been  challenged  in 
court,  and  many  legal  observers  believe  sudi 
a  case  could  go  all  the  way  to  the  U5. 

Supreme  Court,  where  the  decision  could  go 
either  way. 

As  if  the  Vermont  legislation  and  the 
l^al  battles  that  will  ensue  aren't  enough 
of  an  indication  of  how  sick  is  our  culture, 
consider  this  news  item  of  late:  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  the  money-making  potential  such 
homosexual  marriages  will  generate,  at  32,  for  example), 
least  one  bakery  has  announced  that  it  will  ’ 

offer  expandecl  choices  on  wedding  cake 
figurines  to  match  the  ceremony. 


William  H. 
Perkins  Jr. 
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;oal  and  if  we  do  our  job,  those  who 
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ticuiar  contempt. 


people  deserve  to  victory  will  be  ours  (Heb.  12:1-2). 
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NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  "We 


and  the  Bible  teaches  that  women  should 
not  teach  in  authority  over  men.  Second, 
the  issue  of  women  in  the  pastorate 
demands  attention  in  our  time,  when 
either  denominations  are  abaiKioning  bib¬ 
lical  teaching  aiKl  calling  women  to  serve 
as  pastors.  Third,  we  spoke  to  the  issue 
because  Southern  Baptists  are  united  in 
conviction.  Far  less  han  cjne  pereent  of 
churches  oooperatiitg  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  have  ever  called  a 
woman  as  pastor.  For  the  sake  of  genera¬ 
tions  to  come,  we  should  state  our  convic¬ 
tions  boldly. 

'The  1925  committee  chose  to  write 
an  article  on  the  sexial  and  moral 
demands  of  the  Gospd.  The  1963  com¬ 
mittee  revised  this  article,  addressing 
selected  moral  issues  of  that  day.  Our 
committee  has  followed  this  precedent. 
We  have  added  language  calling  upon 
Soudiem  Baptists  to  defend  human  life 
from  the  moment  of  conception  to  natur¬ 
al  death.  We  have  also  addressed  the 
issues  of  homosexuality,  adultery, 
pornography,  and  all  odier  forms  of  sexu¬ 
al  immorality.  Witfi  great  uigency,  we 
make  dear  that  racism  is  a  wretched  sin 
that  has  no  place  among  the  people  of 
God.  Soudtem  Baptnts  cannot  remain 
silent  on  these  issues. 

'Tn  adopting  our  report.  Southern 
Baptists  will  not  be  saying  everything  we 
would  wish  to  say  about  every  dexYrine  of 
the  faith.  But  we  will  state  boldly  tfiat 
these  are  convictions  we  affirm  as 
revealed  in  God's  Woid-those  cherished 
•loctiines  that  define  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  its  dumhes." 


puttee 
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incarnate  Word  and  the  written  Wbtd, 
and  to  deny  the  truthfulness  of  certain 
passages.  We  use  stronger  and  more  his¬ 
toric  languid  in  affirming  the  feet  that 
‘all  Saipfure  is  a  testimony  to  ChrisL  who 
is  Himself  the  focus  of  divine  revelation.' 
As  Ovist  said  of  the  Scriptures,  'these  are 
they  which  testify  of  Me.'  [Jolm  5391 

“Tn  bght  of  modefin  theological  con¬ 
troversies  «ve  have  clarified  that  Southern 
Baptists  believe  in  the  unlimited  omni- 
sderwe  of  God,  and  in  the  essential  feet  of 
Christ's  substitutionary  death  on  the 
cross.  We  do  not  deny  that  other  historic 
understandings  of  the  atonement  add  to 
our  appreciation  for  the  saving  work  of 
Ovist  but  the  central  message  of  the 

New  TestamerR  is  that  Ovist 'died  for  our 

sin^  according  to  the  Scriptures.'  [1 
CoruKhuns  153] 

The  secular  media  have  directed 
their  focus  to  the  revisions  in  Aitide  Vt 
'The  Ovirdv.'  Why  did  our  committee 
decide  to  deal  with  (he  issue  of  women  in 
the  pastorale?  Sinqrly  because  we  were 
driven  by  biblical  authority,  a  sense  of 
utgKncy,  atxl  the  near  unaniinous  verdict 
of  our  dandies. 

‘That  we  feoed  die  feet  that  the  Ba>le 
is  dear  in  presenting  the  office  of  pastor  w 
lestrided  to  men.  IKere  »  no  biblical 
preodent  for  a  woman  in  the  pastorate; 
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Looking  buck 


Super  Dude  and  CP  Squad'  set  for  debut 


become  a  member  of  the  CP  prayers  and  their  gifts  to  their 
Squad  alor^  with  Super  Dude.  church,"  Kyle  added. 

Super  Dude  is  among  a  "One  of  the  best  things  about 
number  of  projects  initiated  in  Super  Dude  is  that  he  really  is 
connection  with  this  year's  one  of  them,"  said  Daniel 
"Partners  in  the  Harvest'^  cele-  Brown,  CP  production  manager 
bration  of  the  Cooperative  and  illustrator  of  the  project. 

,  -,,-.1  -  jg  g  young  person  interest¬ 

ed  in  missions  and  is  involved 
laptists  in  spreading  the  eood  news  of 
mis-  Goa's  love  through  CP 
Missions.  It  shows  them  they 
be  a  hero  to  someone  as  they 
V  for  and  support  missions. 
>uper  Dude  and  the  CP 
created  by  Todd 


"Adults  learn  as  they  help 
prepare  the  Sup>er  Dude  Bibie 
studies,"  Kyle  said,  "the  youth 
prepare  as  they  perform  the 
Super  Dude  skits  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  learn  through  watching 
the  skits  and 
working 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
The  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  (SBC)  newest 
teenage  superhero  will  make  his 
debut  at  he  SBC's  annual  meet¬ 
ing  June  13-14  in  Orlando,  Fla. 
He's  Super  Dude  — 
"defender  of  the  faith, 
defeater  of  evil,  and 
dressed  in  dapper  duds." 

"Super  Dude  and  the  J 
CP  Squad"  is  a  new  I 
resource  to  teach  boys  j 
and  girls  about  missions  1 
and  evangelism,  said  I 

David  Hankins,  vice  ^ 

president  for  the  jdl 

Cooperative 


Program's  75th  anniversary 
CP  is  the  channel  by  whici 
Southern  t 
finance 
sions  and 
ministry  can 

^  conventions  Squad  was  created  by  Todd 

and  the  Starnes,  assistant  editor  of 
SBC's  na-  Baptist  Press,  the  official  news 
tional  and  service  of  the  SBC.  The  charac- 
internation-  ters  were  adapted  from  a  col- 
al  outreach.  lection  of  plays  written  by 
The  Starnes  called,  "The  Great 
Super  Dude  Adventures  of  Super  Dude." 

Baptist  - ^ 

teenager, 

a  Bible  thaf  hasn't 

been  opened  in  700  For  more  information  on 
years.  When  he  how  churches  can  order  the 
opens  the  Bible  and  Super  Dude  project,  I^le  said 
begins  to  read  state  Cooperative  Program 
1^  Scripture,  David  receives  offices  can  he  contacted  —  in 
B  a  visit  from  an  angel  Mississippi  at  (601)  968-3800  or 
r  named  Fred  who  gives  toll-free  (oOO)  748-1651  —  or  the 
David  the  opportunity  to  national  CP  office  can  be  con- 
become  a  Christian  superhero,  tacted  at  (800)  722-9407. 


BAPTISTS 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


Program  (CP) 
with  the  SBC 
Executive 
Committee. 

The  Super 
Dude  and  the 
CP  Squad 
materials 
include  col¬ 
orful  activi¬ 
ty  books,  a  .  \ 


book-style 
witnessing 
tract,  skit 
books.  Super 
Dude  toys,  and 
a  four-week  9 
Bible  study  guide  ; 
featuring  the  Super 
Dude  characters. 

"Our  state  conven¬ 
tions  have  been  ask¬ 
ing  for  some  new,  cre¬ 
ative  ways  to  commu- 


PuBLiSHED  Since  1877 


nicate  the  CP  missions 
message  to  children," 
said  John  I^le,  director  of 
Cooperative  Program  develop¬ 
ment.  "We  feel  Super  Dude 
provides  a  fun,  imaginative 
way  for  three  groups  to  learn 
about  CP  missions  simultane¬ 
ously  —  youth,  adults,  and 
chilaren. 


take  the  initiative  and  encour¬ 
age  our  children  to  be  on  mis¬ 
sion  at  their  schools,  churches, 
and  with  their  friends. 

"As  our  kids  become  mis¬ 
sionaries  where  they  are,  they 
can  also  better  understand  ana 
support  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  missions  with  their 


SUPER  DUDE  AND  THE 
CP  SQUAD  —  The  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  newest 
teenage  superhero  will  make 
his  debut  at  the  SBC's  annual 
meeting  june  13-14  in 
Orlando.  (BP  photograph  on 
this  page  by  Daniel  Brown) 


Foreign  Mission  Board  head  Keith  Parks  pleads  with  Southern  Baptists 
"rise  above  our  controversy  and  recommit  to  sharing  Christ  with  the 
lole  world."  Parks  says  that  due  to  the  conflict,  missionary  aproint- 
;nts  are  down  and  receipts  are  inadequate  to  fund  Bold  Mission  Thrust. 


Seven  persons  labeled  "liberal"  by  Paige  Patterson,  president  of  the 
Criswell  Center  for  Biblical  Studies  —  E.  Glenn  Hinson,  Eric  C.  Rust,  G.  Temp 
Sparkman,  Fisher  H.  Humphreys;  C.  W.  Christian,  Frank  E.  Eakin,  and  George 
L.  Balentine  —  refuse  Patterson's  authority  on  "historical  Baptist  beliefs." 


Robert  Lee  Wallace  retires  after  a  full  and  active  life  of  service,  includ¬ 
ing  the  past  22  years  as  pastor  of  Raymond  Church.  Only  five  months 
after  arriving  at  the  church,  a  fire  destroyed  the  building.  A  new  church 
plant  was  constructed  and  later  expanded  under  his  leadership. 
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Family  Fun  Festival  raises  community  spirit 


By  Urn  Nicholas 

Staff  Writer 


At  the  "Family  Fun  Festival"  April  27-29  Anderson,  African- 
in  Greenwood,  13  senior  high  students  at  a  American  professor 
basketball  clinic  made  profesions  of  faith  from  New  Orleans 
in  Jesus  Christ.  Seminary;  Sonny 

A  woman  at  the  health  clinic  was  found  Adkins,  MBCB 
to  have  blood  pressure  elevated  high  evangelism  direc- 
enough  to  be  sent  to  the  hospital  for  imme-  tor;  and  Jim  Futral, 
diate  treatment.  MBCB  executive 

Racial  reconciliation  was  practiced  in  director-treasiuer. 
small  measures.  In  addition  to 

Glenn  Shows,  consultant  in  the  the  clinics  and  the 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  crusade,  rallies 
Departinent  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  were  held  for  sin- 
Convention  Board  (MBCB),  noted  that  all  gle  adults,  senior 
the  events  of  the  festival  were  interracial, 
from  the  crusade  to  the  clinics  to  the  rallies. 

Shows,  whose  department  co-sponsored 
the  event  along  with  Leflore  Association  in 
Greenwood  and  an  interdenominational 
group  of  local  churches,  said  that  he  saw  an 
African-American  woman  getting  up  to 
sing  in  a  choir  during  the  crusade. 

Her  baby  had  fallen  asleep  and  she 
looked  around  for  a  place  to  lay  the  child. 

From  across  the  auditorium,  a  white 
woman  —  a  senior  adult  —  came  to  hold 
the  baby  while  the  mother  sang. 

Shows  said  that  70%  of  the  adults  at  the 
crusade  were  senior  adults  of  both  races. 


NEW  YORK  (BP)  —  CBS 
rejected  commercials  by  the 
Christian  Internet  site 
iBelieve.com  during  the  May 
1 4  and  1 7  segments  of  its  high¬ 
ly  touted  "Jesus"  miniseries. 
The  network  also  rejected 
i Believe  ads  for  any  episrxle  of 
"Touched  by  an  Angel." 

CBS  spokesperson  Dana 
McClintock  said  the  commer¬ 
cials  were  rejected  because 
they  were  not  "consistent  with 
the  expectations  of  a  diverse 
audience"  and  would  "com¬ 
mercialize"  the  mini-series. 

The  epic  miniseries  cost 
more  than  $24  million  to  pro¬ 
duce.  The  movie's  soundtrack 
features  a  wide  variety  of  secu¬ 
lar  and  Christian  artists  includ¬ 
ing  Hootie  and  the  Blowfish, 
Steven  Curtis  Chapman,  Jaci 
Velasquez,  98  degrees, 
Michael  W.  Smith,  and  dcTalk. 


A  total  of  28  officials,  plus  local  pas¬ 
tors  and  their  wives  attended.  Festival 
^onsors  gave  each  attendee  a  Bible. 
Futral  was  the  keynote  speaker  for  the 
luncheon. 


for  city  and  county  elected  officials. 


HOW  TO  STAY  OUT  OF 
THE  DEVIL'S  TRAPS 


came  and  every  encounter  of 
another  person  regardless  of 
who  they  are  (family,  friend, 
foe,  or  fellow  worker),  prede¬ 
termine  and  deliberately  set 
our  course  to  follow  righteous¬ 
ness,  godliness,  faith,  love, 
patience,  and  meekness?  What 
impact  might  it  have? 

It  is  fairly  easy  to  see  that 
anytime  we  would  come  to 
questions  of  right  and  wrong 
(morals),  the  thing  to  do  would 
be  to  follow  righteousness  and 
godliness.  When  it  comes  to  a 
dioice  of  hating,  love  would 
dominate.  When  burdens 
^  would  seem  to  overwhelm  us 

Scnpture  that  and  almost  crush  us,  patience 
■  “  1  would  survive.  At  times  when 

aling  arrogance  would  ease  into  our 
they  psyoie,  meekness  would  be  the 
course  of  the  day.  Follow  after 


Recently,  some  sort  of 
varmint  was  loose  in  our 
house.  We  did  not  think  we  had 
any  mice  or  rats,  but  you  never 
know.  We  heard  something, 
and  I  thought  it  might  be  a 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


trap  had  his  pants  leg. 

It  is  clear  from  T  ^ 

Satan  sets  traps  to  snare  us  and 
hurt  us.  They  look  appiealing 
and  even  af 

can  destroy.  How  can  we  man¬ 
age  to  stay  out  of  the  Devil's  these  things, 
traps?  The  Apostle  Paul,  in  •  Fight  Paul  says  there  are 
writing  to  his  son  in  the  min-  times  when  we  set  everything 
istry,  Timothy,  gives  some  aside,  draw  a  line  in  the  sancf 
pointed,  prachcal,  and  power-  put  on  the  armor,  and  are 
ful  advice  in  1  Tim.  6:11:  "But  unmovable.  Fight  the  good 
thou,  oh  man  of  God,  flee  these  fight  of  faith!  Sometimes  we  get 
things  and  follow  after  right-  in  a  frame  of  mind  where  we 
eousness,  godliness,  faith,  love,  want  to  fight  about  everything. 
paHence,  peare.  Fight  the  good  Yet,  there  is  a  good  fight!  I  have 
fight  of  faiffi.  seen  bullies  on  the  playground 

Mark  these  three  simple  and  they  do  sometimes  grow 
words  that  you  can  carry  with  up,  live  in  homes,  work  in  busi- 
you  day  after  day,  that  will  aid  nesses,  and  eyen  attend  church, 
you  in  avoiding  Satan's  snares:  However,  the  good  fight  is  to 

•  Ree.  There  are  times  when  "choose  your  fights.^'  Make 
should  run.  As  Joseph  ran  sure  they  are  the  meaningful 

frorn  the  clutches  of  the  wife  of  things.  You  do  not  have  enough 
Potiphar,  so  there  are  times  energy  or  resources  to  scuffle 
when  wisdom  s^ys,  "Do  not  try  and  fight  about  everything,  but 
to  deal  with  this,  do  not  try  to  there  are  those  right  things, 
this,  and  do  not  try  to  superior  things,  supreme 
overcome  this.  Get  out!"  things  —  things  of  God.  On 

•  Follow.  There  is  a  course  those  things,  take  your  stand 
of  artion  that  never  deviates,  and  fight!  Siatan,  the  chief  bully. 

Follow,  Paul  says,  "after  woulof  come  and  boss  you 
righteousness,  godliness,  faith,  around,  but  it  need  not  be  so! 
love,  patience,  meekness."  As  you  face  today,  ask  God 
What  would  happien  if  those  of  to  give  you  wisdom,  courage, 
us  who  sincerely  desire  to  fol-  ana  guidance  from  Heaven  so 
low  after  the  things  of  the  Lord  that  you  will  be  able  to  avoid 
would,  with  every  decision  that  the  Devil's  traps. 


Latest  Vessels  edition  now  available 


The  new  edition  of  Vessels,  the  video- 
magazine  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

Board  (MBCB),  features  stories  about  ministries  _ 

to  seafarers;  the  Christian  Women's  Job  Corps  (CWJC), 

(CWJC);  Super  Summer;  and  a  musical  perfor-  '  ’ 
mance  of  "(^  for  Us." 

Also  included  in  this  edition  is  the  Christian 
testimony  of  Doug  Buckles  of  Madison,  the  for¬ 
mer  Madison  Central  High  School  standout 
lineman  who  was  named  Mississippi  Hreh  CWJC  as 
School  Football  Player  of  the  Year  by  Tne 
Qarion-Ledger  newspaper  in  Jackkin. 

He  is  the  son  of  Matt  Buckl»,  direitor  of 
MBCB  dturch  administration-paikoral  ministries 
departn^t.  He  will  suit  up  this  fall  with  the 
University  of  Mis^ippi  foottiall  team  in  Oxford. 

The  segment  title,  "Doug  Buckles  #72: 

Stayffig  True,"  sprii^  from  Dou^s  words:  "My  _ 

s^riffid  walk  with  Jesus  ana  my  spiritual  members  from  across  Mississippi  participated 
fnen^  help  me  to  stay  true  to  who  I  am."  The  Spring  2000  edition  (%1.  6,  No  1)  of 

The  seraent  on  seafai^,  entitled.  Vessels  is  being  mailed  to  all  associations,  the  100 
^amra  s  Ministries:  Make  'Them  Feel  at  members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Home,  f(Kuses  on  ministries  at  three  of  Board,  prayer  ministry  coordinators,  and  numo^ 
Mississippi  sm^utioral  seaports  — Gulfport,  ous  Men's  Ministry  and  Woman's  Missionary 
Paso^otila,  Mid  Bienville.  Union  leaders  across  Mississicipi. 

•  I  Gulfport,  ^afarers  from  Individuals  may  dieck  out  copies  of  Vessels 

P^Bippines,  Egy^t,  Pakistan,  Czech-  from  their  local  associational  office  or  from  the^ 
Cro^,  Honduras,  and  Ecuador  were  in  port.  MBCB  Department  of  Broadcast  Services,  P.O 
entitled,  "Super  Summer:  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone: 
ROCKS,  «  about  a  student  leadership  training  (601 )  292-3378,  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
Cairo  for  240  young  people.  748-1651.  E-mail:  jchen@mbcb.org. 

pie  Durpose  of  ^  camp  is  to  give  opportu-  A  schedule  for  the  airing  of  Wssels  on  cable 
raties  tor  disapleship  to  those  i^o  want  to  and  broadcast  television  stations  in  the  state 
deepen  their  relationship  to  Christ.  will  be  announced  later. 


while  learning  more  about  the  Christian  life. 
"Succ^s  Stoiy:  Christian  Women's  Job  Corps 
,  I,"  is  aoout  a  Woman's  Missionary 
Union-sponsored  organization  that  helps 
unemployed  and  underemployed  women 
become  more  independent.  Each  class  includes 
prayer  and  Bible  study. 

A  recent  graduate,  Rebecca  Hunter,  describes 
"women  helping  women  to  gain  pros- 
their  life,  new  directions,  just  guide 
jgh  anything  thev  need  help  wiffi." 
The  closing  sclent  of  Vessels  ofters  a  taste  of 
?  "God  for  Us'  program  held  in  January  at  tihe 
ississippi  Coliseum  in  Jackson  as  part  of  the 


CJ2000  Crusade  crosses  community's  lines 


By  Stella  Anderson  Prather 

Correspondent _ 

Setting  aside  denominational  differences 
and  worship  styles,  a  flock  of  Prentiss 
County  church  members  and  residents 
recently  joined  together  for  evangelistic 
preaching  and  inspirational  worship  dur- 


praise  and  thank  him  than  during  Easter 
time  —  a  time  to  celebrate  his  resurrec¬ 
tion,"  Prather  said. 

African-American  pastor  Lee  Miller  called 
^the  comm’>nity  crusade  an  event  to  "come 
together  in  one  mind  cind  one  spirit"  to  cele¬ 
brate  God's  love  and  grace.  'God's  Word 
says  that  where  two  or  uiree  are  gathered  in 


>  ; 


April  23-26  event,  held  at  the  Agri-Center  in 
Booneville,  drew  an  average  of  2000  pieople 
each  night. 

The  crusade  was  sponsored  and  funded  by 
Prentiss  Association  oiurches,  area  businesses, 
and  various  denominational  congregations. 

Kicking  off  the  four-day 
event  on  Easter  Sunday 
evening  was  keynote 
speciker  Rodney  Gage,  an 
evangelist  from  Fort 
Worth.  Gage  also  made 
guest  apfiearances  at  sev¬ 
eral  area  schools  where  he 
addressed  the  harmful¬ 
ness  of  drugs  and  alcohol 
in  today's  society. 

Throughout  the  cru¬ 
sade,  Gage  was  joined  by 
several  guests,  including 
Ronny  Hinson,  a  well- 
known  gospel  artist;  Rod  G 

Barnes,  head  basketball 
coach  at  the  University  of  Mississippi  in 
Oxford;  and  Common  Bond,  contemporary 
Christian  music's  only  triplet  performers. 

Graham  Smith,  director  of  the  church 
music  department  at  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  served  as  the 
event  worship  leader. 

Broadcast  live  on  a  Booneville-area 
radio  station,  the  nightly  worship  services 
also  featured  musical  performances  by  a 
community-wide  choir,  i  he  choir  members 
represented  a  host  of  area  churches. 

"The  crusade  was  an  opportunity  for 
Prentiss  County  Baptists  to  reach  out  and 
join  with  other  churches  in  our  area  to  pr^ 
and  seek  spiritual  awakening,"  noted  J.C. 
Prather,  director  of  missions  for  Prentiss 
Association. 

"Our  churches  want  to  win  their  city 


Gage 


"We  are  celebrating  and  believing  that 
souls  will  be  changed  and  God  will  shake 
Booneville  for  his  ^ory,"  he  said. 

In  the  first  of  several  messages.  Gage 
reminded  the  audience  that  God  loves  all 
people  and  has  a  plan  for  their  lives. 

Citing  the  familiar  pas¬ 
sage  Jolm  3:16,  Gage  said 
that  God  "loves  us  so 
much  that  he  created  us 
and  desires  a  relationship 
with  us.  He  loved  us  so 
much  that  he  stepped  out 
of  heaven...  and  wants  to 
give  us  eternal  life." 

However,  he  noted, 
every  human  being  is  also 
given  the  choice  to  reject 
or  accept  Christ.  "Without 
the  love  of  God,  we  are 
doomed  to  devastation." 
ge  He  urged  the  group  to 

be  faithful  in  sharing  the 
gospel  message.  "So  often  we  as  Christians 
canT  recall  a  time  in  our  lives  without  God, 
but  there  is  a  world  out  there  that  is  per¬ 
ishing  without  the  love  of  God." 

Sharing  his  personal  testimony  Wed- 
nesdty  evening,  Barnes  told  the  audience 
that  God  has  a  plan  for  their  lives.  Noting 
that  many  times  Christians  may  face  "set 
backs"  in  this  plan,  he  said,  "we  need  to 
abide  in  him  so  that  we  are  able  to  come 
back  onto  the  track  of  Jesus  Christ." 

Barnes  reminded  the  audience  that  God 
wants  everyone  to  be  a  part  of  his  team.  "In 
basketball,  we  as  coaches  do  all  the  recruit¬ 
ing,  but  in  life  God  is  the  true  recruiter  and 
he^  looking  for  you  if  you  will  accept  him 
as  Lord  and  Savior." 

It  was  the  prayer  efforts  of  a  small  group 
of  area  pastors  that  first  led  to  idea  of  offer- 
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and  county  for  Christ.  What  better  time  to  ing  a  city-wide  crusade. 


Among  these  pastors  was  Jim  Holcomb, 

gastor  of  East  Booneville  Church, 
ooneville. 

According  to  Holcomb,  the  crusade 
"grew  out  of  the  desire  of  pastors  and 
church  members,  who  are  committed  to 
winning  the  lost,"  in  the  community,  he  said. 

Noting  the  diversity  of  churd^  in  the 
community-wide  event,  "everyone's  goal  was 
to  readi  pieople  with  the  gospel  message." 

Following  the  worship  services,  the 
audience  was  given  the  opportunity  to 
respond  to  the  gospel. 

As  a  result,  at  least  121  people  reported 
making  spiritual  decisions,  64  or  who 
made  professions  of  faith. 

"God  is  still  working  in  the  lives  of  peo- 

Ele  who  attended  the  event,"  added 
[olcomb.  His  work  "didn't  end 
Wednesday  night." 

Holcomb  said  he  also  hopes  the  event 
will  continue  to  touch  the  hearts  of  area 
church  members. 

"1  think  that  we  as  Christians  have  for¬ 
gotten  what  it  is  like  to  be  lost,"  he  stated 
"My  desire  is  that  the  crusade  will  bring 
a  fresh  burden  for  the  lost  and  renew  our 
desire  to  see  people  be  bom  again,"  he 
|x>inted  out. 


BME:  lifeline  for  many  Baptist  college  students 

By  Tim  Nicholas  College  in  Hattiesburg,  or  Mississippi  College  McGregor  is  now  pastor  of  First  Chun 

Staff  Writer  in  Qinton  —  can  apply  for  BME  assistance.  Mendenhall,  and  the  current  MBC  pre 


About  seven  years  ago  A1  Hurt,  a 
Jackson  investment  retirement  counselor, 
received  an  invitation  to  serve  on  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Board  of  Ministerial 
Education  (BME). 

"I  had  absolutely  never  heard  of  them," 
admitted  Hurt,  who  thought  perhaps  he 
might  someday  be  considered  for  denomi¬ 
national  service  in  the  financial  area  where 
he  has  expertise. 

"However,  God  knows  more  where  we 
need  to  be  than  sometimes  we  do,"  he  said. 

Now,  as  he  completes  his  final  year  as 
BME  president,  he  feels  his  service  has  been 
"an  incredibly  rewarding  experience." 

BME  is  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  (MBC)  entity  that  awards 
financial  aid  to  students  who  have  been 
called  into  a  church-related  vocation  — 
CRVs,  Aese  students  are  called. 

The  program  is  designed  to  help 
Mississippi  Baptist  schools  to  be  more 
price-competitive  with  non-Baptist  col¬ 
lies  for  the  benefit  of  students  going  into 
full-time  Christian  service.  Hurt  said. 

Only  those  students  attending  one  of  die 
three  colleges  affiliated  with  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  —  Blue  Mountain 
College  in  Blue  Mountain,  William  Carey 


»ippi  Cooperative 
led  $357,000  for  this 


The  2000  Mississippi  Cooperative 
ProgTeim  budget  allottea  $357,000  for  this 
year's  CRV  students.  A  total  of  320  students 
were  approved  last  fcill  for  funding  at  $110 
per  student  per  month  during  the  school  year. 

Hurt  said  BME  board  members  person¬ 
ally  interview  each  applicant. 

"You're  sitting  with  students  who 
many  times  could  not  afford  to  be  in 
school  without  this  aid.  A  lot  of  older  stu¬ 
dents  couldn't  make  ends  meet  without 
it,"  he  pointed  out. 

Hurt  said  he  has  met  younger  students 
who  came  from  families  without  a  strong 
commitment  to  Christ.  To  hear  their  t«ti- 
monies  shows  the  students  are  "incredibly 
committed,"'  he  said. 

Hurt  said  that  point  w«is  driven  home 
for  him  at  a  recent  BME  meeting  when  Jim 
Futral,  executive  director-treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  told 
the  group  that  when  he  was  a  student  at 
Blue  Mountain  Collie,  he  received  BME 
funds  at  the  rate  of  $a50  per  month. 

Futral  was  pastor  at  the  time  of  Pleasant 


McGregor  is  now  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Mendenhall,  and  the  current  MBC  presi¬ 
dent.  Yancey  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Pascagoula,  and  a  past  MBC  president. 
Porter  is  executive  director  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action 
Commission,  and  a  past  MBC  president. 
Futral  is  also  a  past  MBC  president. 

Hurt  said  real  life  stones  such  as  those 
show  the  return  in  service  that  the  ministe¬ 
rial  aid  gifts  bring. 

Because  of  an  additional  $17,000  given 
this  year  to  the  BME  board  over  their 
planned  budget,  the  board  asked  campus 
representatives  to  determine  whether  some 
CRV  students  would  be  graduating  in 
financial  straits. 

Hurt  said  the  board  was  given  a  list  of 
students  for  whom  additional  gifts  would 
be  meaningful.  As  a  result,  two  graduates 
of  William  Car^  College;  two  graduates 
of  Mississippi  College;  and  12  graduates 
of  Blue  Mountain  College  were  given 
varying  amounts  to  apply  to  their  out¬ 
standing  debts. 

"One  thing  we  always  pride  ourselves 
in,"  said  Hurt,  "is  that  if  you  look  at  our 


Ridge  Church  in  Union  County.  Other  pas-  total  budget,  always  more  than  95%  of  that 
tors  who  served  that  church  also  received  budget  goes  to  the  students." 

BME  funds  to  aid  in  their  schooling.  For  more  information  on  BME,  contact 
including  Kermit  McGregor,  Rex  Yancey,  board  secretary  Ru^ie  Courtney  at  136 
and  Jimmy  Porter.  Ingleside  Road,  Madison,  MS  39110. 


PRENTISS  CRUSADE  —  L. 
Graham  Smith  (at  pulpit)  leads 
worship  through  congregation¬ 
al  singing  at  the  Prentiss 
County  Celebrate  Jesus  2000 
Crusade.  A  total  of  121  people 
made  spiritual  decisions  during 
the  crusade.  (BR  special  photos 
by  Stella  Anderson  Prather) 


Divorce  final 
for  Charles, 
Anna  Stanley 

ATLANTA  (ABP)  —  Former 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
president  Charles  Stanley 
stunned  the  congregation  of 
First  Church  in  Atlanta  May  21 
by  annourKing  that  he  arxl  his 
wife  of  44  years  have  divorced. 

Church  members  stood  and 
applauded  foliowirtg  an 
announcement  that  Starkey,  67, 
would  stay  on  as  pastor,  acoxd- 
ing  to  a  report  May  23  in  the 
Adanta  Journal-Constitution. 

Lingering  marital  problems 
have  haunted  Stanley's  min¬ 
istry  at  the  Georgia  mega¬ 
church  for  years. 

Stanley,  who  became  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church  In  1972,  has 
been  separated  from  his  wife, 
Anna,  since  1992.  She  first 
filed  for  divorce  in  1993. 
Some  church  members  said 
Stanley  should  step  down 
because  of  the  congregation's 
unwritten  policy  of  not  allow¬ 
ing  divorced  men  to  serve  as 
demons  or  ministers. 

Stanley  reused  to  resign, 
arguing  that  separation 
the  same  as  divorce,  but  said 
in  1995  he  would  leave  the 
church  immediately  sIkxiW 
the  divorce  ever  become  final. 


June  1,  2000 


-The  Baptist  Record 
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William  Carey  College 
honored  12  graduates  of 
Mississippi  Woman's  College 
during  Honors  Convocation 
held  recently  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus. 

Honorees  included  (seated, 
from  left)  Sara  Batson  Riggs 
'38,  Nancy  Hemeter 
O'Shanick  '  39,  Helen 

Cameron  Young  '39,  Bess 
Hurst  Mason  '40,  Ruby 
Parker  Fortenberry  '40, 
(standing,  from  left) 
Margaret  Lou  Hemeter 
Gillespie  '31,  Nina  Clinton 
Clearman  '32,  Fern  Morris 
Leyter  '36,  Mildred  Breland 
Leake*  '36,  and  Mary  Webb 
Perlman  '37. 

William  Carey  College 
(WCC),  lead  institution  in  a 
consortium  with  Purdue 
University  and  Virginia 
Commonwealth  University, 
received  a  grant  award  total¬ 
ing  $100,000  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Education. 
The  grant  will  be  utilized  by 


the  Center  for  Creative 
Scholars  program  at  Carey 
beginning  May  1.  Read  Diket, 
director  of  the  Honors 
Program  and  Creative 
Scholars  Center  at  Carey, 
served  as  project  director  and 
lead  statistician  for  the  grant 
project  and  led  the  develop¬ 
ment  effort.  The  Center  for 
Creative  Scholars  supports  an 
array  of  workshops,  semi¬ 
nars,  and  professional  devel¬ 
oping  the  criteria  put  forth  in 
"implications  of  the  1997 
NAEP  Visual  Arts  Data  for 
Policies  Concerning  Artistic 
Development  in  America's 
Schools." 

William  Carey  College 
will  hold  an  alumni  luncheon 
at  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  on  June  1§  in 
room  306,  level  3,  of  the 
Orange  County  Convention 
Center.  Tickets  are  $15  and 
can  be  purchased  at  the  col¬ 
lege  booth  in  the  exhibit  hall 
at  the  Convention  Center. 


Graduates  of  Mississippi  Woman's  College 


In  His  love. 


Jmmrs  T  Drapery  Jr. 

PresuUnty  LiftWay  Christian  Resource 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 


LifeWayl Christian  Resources® 


OF  TH&SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


Dear  Southern  Baptist  Partners  in  Christ, 

Thank  you  for  affirming  our  new  name:  Life  Way  Christian 
Resources  of  the  Southern  ^ptist  Convention. 

More  than  600  ministers  and  laity  were  surveyed  this  past  fall 
by  a  national  research  firm,  and  the  majority  strongly  supported  the 
LifeWaymmt  and  its  ministerial  benefits: 

“The  name  presents  their  purpose  better.  * 

“Ihe  old  namesives  me  a  leyialistic  feel,  where  UfeWay  has  mercy 

involved  in  it.* 

“I  think  they  wanted  to  let  the  name  reflect  more  of  a  balanced 

ministry.  They  aren ’t  just  Sunday  school  material  but  worship, 

counseling,  etc.* 

These  quotes  tell  the  whole  story.  The  Sunday  School  Board 
name  no  longer  represented  our  extensive  offering  of  Christian 
resources.  A  new  name  was  desired  to  lift  up  Christ  and  our  agency’s 
Christian  mission.  UfeWay  comes  from  John  14:6  in  which  Jesus 
said,  “I  am  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life.*  We  put  two  of  those 
claims  in  our  name,  and  our  logo  is  the  cross  -  the  symbol  of  truth. 
That’s  why  the  very  name,  UfeWay,  gives  us  the  opportunity  to  wit¬ 
ness  for  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ. 

/ 

It  is  our  wonderful  privilege  at  LifeWay  to  assist  Southern  Baptist 
churches  by  providing  “'biblical  solutions  for  lift.”  You  have  my 
assurance  that  we  will  always  uphold  our  traditional  Southern  Baptist 
belieft  and  values  in  all  of  the  Christian  resources  we  produce  for  you. 

We  pray  that  the  Lord  will  richly  bless  you  as  you  seek  to  ftilfill  the 
Great  Commission. 


William  Carey  College 
department  of  theatre  and  com¬ 
munication  recently  honored 
students  at  its  2000  Awards 
Dinner  on  campus.  Students 
receiving  rewards  were 
Jonathan  Pope  Evans  of 
Falkville,  Ala.;  Chris  Smith  of 
Petal;  Kristi  Allen  of  Biloxi; 
Jenifer  Azulay  of  Ormand,  Fla.; 
Leslie  Barker  of  Clinton;  Joseph 


Brack  of  Whitman,  Mass.; 
Jarrod  Hegwood  of  Hammond, 
La.;  Jonathan  Hill  of 
Southaven;  Kelly  James  of 
Meridian;  Kristina  Lucka  of 
Bratslava,  Slovokia;  Candace 
Perez  of  Ocean  Springs;  Charlie 
Wallace  of  Hattiesburg; 
Jonathan  Watts  of  McComb; 
and  Hannah  Wilkerson  of 
Huntsville,  Ala. 


William  Carey  College  School  of  Nursing  honored  five  distin¬ 
guished  alumni  at  the  Nursing  Alumni  Recognition  Luncheon  heic 
recently  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Honorees  included  (from  left; 
Linda  Hudson,  Barbara  Hayman,  Ann  Dion,  Annette  Drennan,  anc 
Mary  Sta inton. 


MC  alumni 
to  gather 

Mississippi  College  (MC) 
National  Alumni  Association 
invites  MC  Alumni  attending 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  to  an  ice  cream 
social  to  be  held  on  June  13 
from  9-10:30  p.m.  in  room 
307  C/D  Level  Three,  Orange 
County  Convention  Center. 


677  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  600  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put  their 
faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive  insurance 
services  including  property,  general,  and  specific  liability, 
vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized  for 
your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 


For  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-353-2400  or  1-800-442-0290. 


Wellington 

Associates, 

Inc. 


The  Baptist  Record 


1963 


with  1998  Amemni^i 


The  1962  session  of  the  Southern  Baptist  ConvaOkxK  *0  San  Francisco,  Calif., 

adopted  the  following  motion.  ^  ^ _ _ 

"Since  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Statement  of  BrgjtBt  FaHh  and  Message  was  ador¬ 
ed  in  1 925,  there  have  been  various  statenKnts  from  time  to  tkn^  whkdt  have  been  made,  but 
no  overall  statement  which  might  be  helpful  at  this  time  as  st^gested  in  Section  2  of  that 
report,  or  introductory  statement  which  might  be  used  as  an  irtisrpretation  at  the  1925 

"We  recommend,  therefore,  that  the  president  of  this  Convention  be  repuested  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  men  now  serving  as  presidents  of  the  various  state  Conventions  that  would 
qualify  as  a  member  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  committee  under  Bylaw  18  to  present 
to  the  Convention  in  Kansas  City  some  similar  statement  which  shall  serve  as  information  to 
the  churches,  and  which  may  serve  as  guidelines  to  the  various  agencies  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  It  is  understood  that  any  group  or  individuak  may  approach  this  commit- 
tee  to  be  of  service.  The  expenses  of  this  committee  shall  be  borne  by  the  Convention 
Operating  Budget." 

Your  committee  thus  constituted  begs  leave  to  present  its  report  as  tott^:  .  .  . 

Throughout  its  work  your  committee  has  been  conscious  of  die  contribute  made  by  me 
statement  of  "The  Baptist  Faith  and  Message"  adopts  ^  Southern  Ba^f  Cone^e e 
1 925.  It  quotes  wim  approval  its  affirmation  that  "Christianity  is  supernatural  in  its  origin  andht^^ 
tory  Wfe  repudiate  every  theory  of  religion  which  denies  the  supernatural  elements  of  our 

Furthermore,  it  concurs  in  the  introductory  "statement  of  the  historic  Baptist  conc^ti^  of 
the  nature  and  function  of  confessions  of  faim  in  our  relics  and  denominational  life.  It  is, 
therefore,  quoted  in  full  as  part  of  this  report  to  the  Convention.  „  ^  a. 

"(1)  That  they  constitute  a  consensus  of  opinion  of  some  Baptist  body,  la^  or  small,  the 

general  instruction  and  guidance  of  our  own  people  and  others  concerning 
me  Christian  faith  which  are  most  surely  held  among  us.  They  are  not  intended  to  add  any¬ 
thing  to  the  simple  conditions  of  salvation  revealed  in  the  New  Testament,  viz.,  repentance 

towards  God  and  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  and  Lord.  ,  .  ,•  / 

"(2)  That  we  do  not  regard  them  as  complete  statements  of  our  faim,  having  any  quality  ot 
finality  or  infallibility.  As  in  the  past  so  in  the  future  Baptists  should  hold  themselves  free  to 
revise  their  statements  of  faith  as  may  seem  to  them  wise  and  expedi^t  at  any  time. 

"(3)  That  any  group  of  Baptists,  large  or  small  have  the  inherent  right  to  draw  up  for  them¬ 
selves  and  publish  to  me  world  a  confession  of  their  faim  whenever  they  may  think  it  advis¬ 
able  to  do  so.  „  .  .  .  -  .  , 

"(4)  That  me  sole  authority  for  faith  and  practice  among  Baptists  is  the  Scnptures  ot  the  Ula 
and  New  Testaments.  Confessions  are  only  guides  in  interpretation,  having  no  authority  over 

the  conscience.  .  *i.  c-  ^ 

"(5)  That  they  are  statements  of  religious  convictions,  drawn  from  the  Scnptur^,^  ana  are 

not  to  be  used  to  hamper  freedom  of  thought  or  inveshgatirm  in  other  malms  of  life. 

The  1925  Statement  recommended  "the  New  Hampshire  Confession  of  Faith,  revised  at 
certain  points,  and  with  some  additional  articles  growing  out  of  certain  needs..." 
committee  has  adopted  the  same  pattern.  It  has  sought  to  build  upon  the  struaure  of  the  1925 
Statement,  keeping  in  mind  the  "certain  needs"  of  our  generation.  At  Umes  it  has  reduced 
sections  of  the  Statement  without  change.  In  omer  instances  it  has  substituted  words  tor  clari¬ 
ty  or  added  sentences  for  emphasis.  At  certain  points  it  has  combined  articles,  with  minor 
changes  in  wording,  to  endeavor  to  relate  certain  doctrines  to  each  other.  In  still  others-e.g, 
"God"  and  "Salvation"-it  has  sought  to  bring  together  certain  truths  contained  throughout  the 
1 925  Statement  in  order  to  relate  them  more  clearly  and  concisely.  In  no  case  has  ft  sought  to 
delete  from  or  add  to  the  basic  contents  of  the  1 925  Statement.  .  .  .  , 

Baptists  are  a  people  who  profess  a  living  faith.  This  faith  is  rooted  arxJ  grounded  in  Jesus 
Christ  who  is  "the  same  yesterday,  and  today,  and  forever."  Therefore,  the  sole  authonty  for 
faith  and  practice  among  Baptists  is  Jesus  Christ  whose  will  is  reve^  m  the  FMy  Scnptures 
'  A  living  faith  must  experience  a  growing  understanding  of  truth  arid  b^  continual  y 
^  interpreted  and  related  to  the  needs  of  each  new  general.  Throughout  their  history  Baptist 
i  bodies,  both  large  and  small,  have  issued  statements  of  faith  wbk^  com^se  a  consensus  of 
I  their  beliefs.  Such  statements  have  never  been  regarded  as  complete,  infallible 
faith,  nor  as  official  creeds  carrying  mandatory  authority.  Thus  this  generatirm  of  South^ 
'  Baptists  is  in  historic  succession  of  intent  and  purpose  as  it  endeavors  to  state  w  jIs  time  and 
theological  climate  those  articles  of  the  Christian  faith  which  are  mr^  su^  held  ainong  us 
Baptists  emphasize  the  soul's  competency  before  God,  freedom  in  r^igton, 
hood  of  the  believer.  However,  this  emphasis  should  not  be  interpret^ 
an  absence  of  certain  definite  doctrines  that  Baptists  believe,  chensh,  and  with  whKh  they 

have  been  and  are  now  closely  identified. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  statement  of  faith  and  message  to  set  forth  certain  teachinfp  which 
we  believe. 


Proposed  Baptist  Faith  and  Message 

The  1 999  session  o(  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  meeting  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  adopted  the 

following  motion  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Convention:  .  ui  -u 

"I  move  that  in  your  capacity  as  Southern  Baptist  ConventKxi  chairman,  you  appoint  a  blue  ri^ 
bon  committee  to  review  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  statement  vvith  the  responsibility  to  report  and 

bring  any  recommendations  to  this  meeting  next  june  in  Orlando.' 

President  Paige  Patterson  appointed  the  committee  as  follows;  Max  Barnett  (OK),  Steve  Gaines 
(AL)  Susie  Hawkins  (TX),  Rudy  A.  Hernandez  (TX),  Charles  S.  Kelley,  )r.  (LA),  Heather  King  (IN), 
Richard  D.  Land  aN),  Fred  Luter  (LA),  R.  Albert  Mohler,  Jr.  (KY),  T.  C.  Pinckney  (VA),  Nelson  l^e 
(GA),  Adrian  Rogers  (TN),  Roger  Spradlin  (CA),  Simon  Tsoi  (AZ),  Jerry  Vines  (FL).  Adrian  Rogers  (TN) 
was  appointed  chairman. 

Your  committee  thus  constituted  begs  leave  to  present  its  report  as  follows: 

Baptists  are  a  people  of  deep  beliefs  and  cherished  doctrines.  Throughout  our  history  we  haw 
been  a  confessional  people,  adopting  statements  of  faith  as  a  witness  to  our  beliefs  and  a  pledge  of 
our  faithfulness  to  the  doctrines  revealed  in  Holy  Scripture. 

Our  confessions  of  faith  are  rooted  in  historical  precedent,  as  the  church  m  every  age  “en 
called  upon  to  define  and  defend  its  beliefs.  Each  generation  of  Christians  bears  the  responsibility  of 
guarding  the  treasury  of  truth  that  has  been  entrusted  to  us  [II  Timothy  1  ;141.  Facing  a  new  century. 
Southern  Baptists  must  meet  the  demands  and  duties  of  the  present  hour.  ...  . 

New  challenges  to  faith  appear  in  every  age.  A  pervasive  anti-supernaturalism  in  the  cul^ie 
answered  by  Southern  Baptists  in  1 925,  when  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  was  first  ado^  by  the 
Convention.  In  1963,  Southern  Baptists  responded  to  assaults  upon  the  authority  and  ti^fulness  « 
the  Bible  by  adopting  revisions  to  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  .  The  Convention  added  an  article 
on  'The  Family"  in  1998,  thus  answering  cultural  confusion  with  the  clear  teachings  of  Scnptere. 
Now,  faced  with  a  culture  hostile  to  the  very  notion  of  truth,  this  generation  of  Baptists  must  claim 

anew  the  eternal  truths  of  the  Christian  faith.  .  . ,  ,  j  ir- 

Your  committee  respects  and  celebrates  the  heritage  of  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message ,  and  affirms 
the  decision  of  the  Convention  in  1 925  to  adopt  the  New  Hampshire  Confession  of  Faith,  "revised  at 
certain  points  and  with  some  additional  articles  growing  out  of  certain  needs  . ..."  We  also  respect^ 
the  important  contributions  of  the  1 925  and  1 963  editions  of  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message 

With  the  1963  committee,  we  have  been  guided  in  our  work  by  the  1925  "statement  his¬ 
toric  Baptist  conception  of  the  nature  and  function  of  confessions  of  faith  in  our  religious  and  derxxn- 

inational  life _ "It  is,  therefore,  quoted  in  full  as  a  part  of  this  report  to  the  Conventiw: 

j  (1 )  That  they  constitute  a  consensus  of  opinion  of  some  Baptist  body,  large  or  small,  for  Iro  gm- 
eral  instruction  and  guidance  of  our  own  people  and  others  concerning  those  articles  of  the  Christian 
faith  which  are  most  surely  held  among  us.  They  are  not  intended  to  add  anything  to  the  simple  con¬ 
ditions  of  salvation  revealed  in  the  New  Testament,  viz.,  repentance  toward  God  and  faith  in  Jesus 

Christ  as  Saviour  and  Lord.  ,  . ,  .  .  i-^  /  i-,. 

(2)  That  we  do  not  regard  them  as  complete  statements  of  our  faith,  having  any  quality  of  finality 

or  infallibility.  As  in  the  past  so  in  the  future.  Baptists  should  hold  themselves  free  to  revise  their  state¬ 
ments  of  faith  as  may  seem  to  them  wise  and  expedient  at  any  time.  ^  a.  i 

(3)  That  any  group  of  Baptists,  large  or  small,  have  the  inherent  right  to  draw  up  for  themselves 
and  publish  to  the  world  a  confession  of  their  faith  whenever  they  may  think  it  adyiMble  to  do  ». 

(4)  That  the  sole  authority  for  faith  and  practice  among  Baptists  is  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  Confessions  are  only  guides  in  interpretation,  having  no  authority  over  the  conscience. 

(5)  That  they  are  statements  of  religious  convictions,  drawn  from  the  Scriptures,  and  are  not  to  be 

used  to  hampier  freedom  of  thought  or  investigation  in  other  realms  of  life.  _ 

Baptist  churches,  associations,  and  general  bodies  have  adopted  confessions  of  faith  as  a  vvimess 
to  the  world,  and  as  instmments  of  doctrinal  accountability.  We  are  not  embarrassed  to  state 
the  world  that  these  ate  doctrines  we  hold  precious  and  as  essential  to  the  Baptist  tradition  of  faith 

and  practice.  .  ,  „  ,  _ _  i„ 

As  a  committee,  we  have  been  charged  to  address  the  "certain  needs  ot  our  own  generatiw.  In 

an  age  increasingly  hostile  to  Christian  tmth,  our  challenge  is  to  express  the  trufo  as  revealed  in 
Scripture,  and  to  bear  witness  to  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  "the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life. 

The  1 963  committee  rightly  sought  to  identify  arxi  affirm  "certain  definite  doctrines  that  Baksts 
believe  cherish,  and  with  which  they  have  been  and  are  now  closely  idwtified/  Ojt  living  faith  b 
established  upon  eternal  tmths.  "Thus  this  generation  of  Southern  Baptists  is  in  histone  success^^ 
intent  and  purpose  as  it  endeavors  to  state  for  its  tirw  and  theological  climate  those  articles  of  the 

Christian  faith  which  are  most  surely  held  aiTXjng  us." 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  statement  of  faith  and  message  to  set  forth  certain  teachings  which 
we  believe. 

I,  The  SaunuKS 

The  Holy  Bible  was  written  by  men  divinely  inspired  and  is  God's  revelation  of  Him^f  to  m^. 
It  is  a  perfect  treasure  of  divine  instruction.  It  has  God  for  its  author,  salvation  for  its  erxi,  and  Ciuth, 
without  any  mixture  of  error,  for  its  matter.  Therefore,  all  Scripture  is  totally  true 
reveals  the  principles  by  which  God  judges  us,  and  therefore  and  will  to  the  end  of  foe 

world  the  true  center  of  Christian  union,  arxl  the  supreme  standard  by  which  all  hurrwn  corxjuct, 
creeds,  and  religious  opinions  should  be  tried.  All  Scripture  is  a  testimony  to  Chnst,  who  is  Himself 


I.  The  SdtimMB 

The  Holy  Bible  was  written  by  men  divinely  inspired  and  is  foe  reooid  of  G^s 
Himself  to  man.  It  Is  a  p^ect  treasure  of  divine  insfoxtion.  Hhas  Godfoi^ 
its  end,  and  truth,  without  any  mixture  of  error,  for  its  of 

God  judges  us;  and  therefore  is,  and  will  remain  to  foe  end  of  foe  world,  foe  tnie  ce^  of 

Christian  union,  and  the  supreme  standard  ^ 

opinions  should  be  tried.  The  criterion  by  which  ^ibte  is  to  te 

Fx  24-4-  Deut  4-1-2- 17:19;  Josh.  8:34;  Psalms  19:7-10;  119:11^,106,140,  ha.  34.16,  40a 
Jer  1516  36  Matt.  5:17-18;  2229;  Luke  21  ;33;  24:44-46; |ohn  5:39^13'15;^7;^  2:1 6ff.; 
'^:11;Itom  i54^6^^  2  Tim.  3:15-17;  Heb.  1:1-2; 4:12;  1  P«*<25;  2  P«er  1:19-21 

II.  Coo 

There  Is  one  and  only  one  living  and  true  God.  He  is  an  imenigi^  spiri^,  and  pe^l 
Being,  foe  Creator,  Redeemer,  Preserver,  and  of  foe 
and  Si  other  perfections.  To  him  we  owe  the  higi^  tove. 

nal  God  reveals  Himself  to  us  as  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  SpWl,  wHh  dMnct  personal  attnbutes, 

but  without  division  of  nature,  essence,  or  being. 

1.  GOOTHE  FAIHBI  ^  .J.  a 

God  as  Father  reigns  with  providential  SlSfof'2! 

of  the  stream  of  human  history  according  to  the  purpose  of  Hh 

loving,  and  all  wise.  God  is  Father  in  truth  to  foose  whobfoJomedillfoeooH^  fe«th 

in  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  fatherly  in  his  attitude  toward  all  men. 


^  ESdJif24:4;'DeSCTWiOTy  4:1  -2,T  7:1 9;  Joshua  8:34;  Psalms  1 9:7-1 0;  1 1 9:1 1  c 

34:1 6;  40:8;  Jeremiah  1 5:1 6;  36;  Matthew  5:1 7-1 8;  2229;  Luke  21 33;  24:44-46;  John  5 •39;  1 63  3- 
15;  17:17;  Acts  2:1 6ff.;  17:11;  Romans  15:4;  16:25-26;  2  Timothy  3:15-17;  Hebrews  1:1-2;  4:12;  1 
Peter  125;2  Peter  1:19-21. 

II.  Goo 

There  is  one  and  only  one  living  and  true  God.  Fie  is  an  intellif^L  spiritual,  and 
the  Creator,  Redeemer,  Preserver,  and  Ruler  of  the  universe.  God  is  infinite  in  holiness  and  allofoer 
perfections  God  is  all  powerful  and  all  knowing;  and  His  perfect  knowledge  extendi  to 
past,  present,  and  future,  including  the  future  decisions  of  His  free  creatores.  To  Him  we  ^  ^  high¬ 
est  love,  reverence,  and  obedience.  The  eternal  triune  God  reveals  Himself  to  us  as  fat^.  Son,  and 
Holy  Spirit,  with  distinct  personal  attributes,  but  without  division  of  nature,  essence,  or  being. 

A.  Goo  THE  Father 

God  as  Father  reigns  with  providential  care  over  His  universe.  His  creatures,  and  the  flow  of  foe 
stream  of  human  history  according  to  the  purposes  of  His  grace.  He  is  all  pov^l,  ^1  knowir^all 
loving,  and  all  wise.  God  is  Father  in  truth  to  those  who  become  children  of  God  through  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ.  He  is  fatherly  in  His  attitude  toward  all  men.  ,  ,  , 

Genesis  1  1;  2:7;  Exodus  3:14;  62-3;  15:1  Iff.;  20:1  ff.;  Leviticus  222;  Deuteronomy  6:4;  326;  1 
Chronicles  2910;  Psalm  19:1-3;  Isaiah  433,15;  64:8;  Jeremiah  10:10;  17:13;  Matthew  69ff.;  7:11; 
239-  28  19  Mark  19-11;  John  4:24;  526;  146-13;  17:1-8;  Acts  1:7;  Romans  8:14-15;  1  Cor.  86; 
Galatians  4:6;  Ephesians  46;  Col.  1 :1 5;  1  Tim.  1 :17;  Flebrews  11 6;  1 29;  1  Peter  1 :17;  1  John  5:7. 


1 :1;  2:7;  £x.  1:14;  6i2-3; 

Ptoh*  W;l-3riM.  453,«;  64:8;  J|i  1^1 
14^3;  V7:1-8;Ac*i  f!7; 

1 t Ttev  nlf;  IVjfe  12:9;  1  Petec^:^'^ 

2.  *■  "'■ 

OMt«is^8;e^l^is4lian^CocLln  Hip 
Spilt  iwl  Mary^^ 


;32^1Chioo,  29:10; 


MJS^  32^  1  C 
iNf 2»:lM4afk  1 :9-n ; 
;  t  Cor.  8*;  G^.  4*;  Ephes.  4:6;  Col. 
5:7. 


f«|gieirtte< 


Liieoes^tics 


mtfae-apasHfei 
witi  vgtorile^l 


OneMadMioiej 


16:16^;  17:5;: 


as  je»i$  Ovist  He  was  conceived  of  8ie  Holy 
lealod  and  did  the  will  of  God,  taking  upon 
and  identifying  Hiniself  completely  with 
by^Rk'peaonai  obedience,  and  in  His  death 
|jf  rpmfiafn  sin.  He  was  raised  from  the  dead 
the  person  who  w^  with  them  before  His 
hand  of  God  where  He  is  the 
aPd-in^whose  Person  is  effected  tfie  rec- 
g*®y  I*’® 3***^®^^ 

He  now  dedteh^ix^BWS  as  tfaaJiiring  and  ever  present  Leidi 
110:lff.;  |$su  7^Sh  Matt.  1:18-23;  3:17;  8:29;  11:27;  14:33; 
^-6n#>MaHt  1 :1 ;  3:11 ;  Ivkm  1 :35;  4:41 ;  22:70;  24:46;  John  1 :1  -1 8,29; 


tman^Hewii 


1Q-3a3ft;  11:25-27;  tt:44-50;  14:7-11;  16:15-1^;  17:1-5,  21-22;  20:1-20,28;  Acts  1:9; 
2^-24;  9:4-$^  Rom,  1 :3-4;  3  J3-26;  5*-J1r8:l-3,34;  10:4;  1  Cor.  1 30;  2:2;  8*? 

>^21;  8:9;  < 


15:1^4-28;  2  5^  ^4^21;  8:9;  Gal.  4:4-5;  Ephes.  130;  3:17;  4:7-10;  Phil.  23-11;  Col, 
7:13-22;  23;  1  Tliew,  434-18;  1  Tim.  23-6;  3;T6ritus  2:13-14;  Heb.  1:1-3;  4:14-15;  7:14- 
28;  9^-1534-28;  Ba;  19:8;  1  Peter  231-S;  332;  1  John  1:7-9;  3:2;  4:14-15;  53;  2  John 
7-9;  Rev.  1:1 3-1 6;  53-14;  12:10-11;  133;  19J6. 

3.  Coo  THE  Holy  Stmt 

The  Holy  Spirft  is  die  Spirit  of  God.  He  ki^ired  holy  men  of  old  to  write  the  ^ptures. 
TTwough  iUumination  ,H|  whites  men  to  understand  truth.  He  exalts  Christ.  He  convicts  of  sin, 
of  ligtaeuusness  and  eOudgment.  He  calb  ma^  the  Saviour,  and  effects  regeneration.  He  cul- 
tfvales  Christian  chaMtter,  comforts  believers,  and  bestows  the  spiritual  gifts  by  which  tfiey  serw 
Cod  ivoi^  His  chiflch.  He-seab  9>e  believer  unto  the  day  of  final  red^ption.  Hb  presence  in 
file  Chr^an  is  the  aMuraiKe  of  God  tobring  the  believer  into  the  fulness  oi  the  stature  of  Christ. 
He  enligNens  and  ernpowors  the  believer  and  the  church  in  worship,  evangelism,  and  service. 

Gen.  1 3;  Judg.  14^^  26:1 3;  Psatais  51 :1 1 ;  1 39:7ff.;  Isa.  61 :1  -3;  Joel  2:28-32;  Matt  1 :1 8; 
3:16;  4:7;  1238-32^2^19;  Mark  1:10,12;  Luke  1:35;  4:1,18-19;  11:13;  12:12;  24:49;  John 
434;  T4n6-1736;  tfe7-14;  Acts  1:8;  2:1-4,38;  4:31;  5:3;  6:3;  755;  8:17,39;  10:44; 

133;  1538;  163;  Rom.  8341,14-16,26-27;  1  Cor.  2:10-14;  3:16;  12:3-11;  Gal.  4:6; 

Ephes.  1:13-14;  1  Thess.‘5:t9;  1  Tim.  3:16;  4:1;  2  Tim.  1 :14;  3:16;  Heb.  9:8,14;  2 

Peter  1 31;  1  John  4:Tj)^7;  Rev.  1 :10;  22:17. 


Man  was  created  ll^  tfte^pecial  act  of  God^  nt  Hb  own  image,  and  is  the  crowning  work  of 


Hb  creation.  |n  ^ 


freedoiaoicMBlt^ 


race 


original jonocait!!^ 


’as  innocenf  of  sin  arxl  was  etvJowed  by  his  Creator  with 


es  dignity  and  is 
Celt.  136-30; 
1636;  Acts  17:26-; 
131-31;  15:19,21-; 


maiupa 

cbplw  man  jfruiactalpiirist  God  and  brought  sin  into  the  huradn 
of  Satan  nnn  tranagicstfd  dto  eormnand  of  Cod,  and  leHirorn-hia 
posterity  mhoRa  BSliae  and  an  environment  iiKlined  toward 
«f  moral  aoAin  beoome  transgressors  and  are  under  con- 
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and  in  duaCbfKctiad  for  man;  therefore  every  man  possess- 
Chrbttato  kwe. 

;  3;  93;  Psalms  T7a3-6;  32:1-5;  51:5;  ba.  65;  Jer.  17:5;  Matt. 
1:19-32;  3:10-1«35;  5:6,12,19;  6:6;  7:14-25;  8:14-18,29;  1  Cor. 
2:1-22;  Col.  1:21-22;  33-11 


iV.  Smmoion 

Salvation  involves  the  (ademption  of  thewhelt  man,  and  is  offered  freely  to  all  who  accept 
Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Sawkiur,  who  by  Hb  own  bk)^  obtoined  eternal  redemption  for  die 
bel'ievce.  In  ib  broadest  same  salvation  includes  regeneration,  sanctification,  and  glorification. 

1 .  R^eneration,  or  toejww  birth,  is  a  work  of  Cod's  grace  whereby  believers  become  new 
creatures  in  Christ  JewBt.  ft  b  a  change  of  heart  wrought  i>y  Holy  Spirit  through  conviction  of 
sin,  to  which  the  sinner  lesponcb  in  lepairtance  toward  God  and  faith  in  the  Lord  lesus  Christ. 

RepentarKe  and  are  inseparable  experiences  of  grace.  Repentance  b  a  genuine  turn¬ 
ing  from  sin  toward  God.  Faddt  b  the  acceptaiKe  of  Jesus  Christ  ar^  commitment  of  die  entire 
personality  to  Him  as  Lord  and  Saviour.  Justification  b  Cod's  gracious  and  full  acquittal  upon 
principles  of  Hb  rigMeousness  of  ail  sinnaR  wito  sepertt  and  believe  in  Christ.  Justification 
brings  the  believer  Hilb  a  relationship  of  peace  and  bntor  with  God. 

2.  Sanc^ication  b  Rtoexparience,  banning' in  regeneration,  by  which  the  believer  is  set 

apart  to  Godb  jptapotin,  and  is  enabled  to  pngress  toward  moral  and  spiritual  perfection 
through  the  ptesanea  and  p^wer  of  the  Holy  SpM  dwelhng  in  him.  Growth  in  grace  should 
. .  thniiiniliiiii  dtn  URtoirnii  pi  rrnq't  ttfo 

3.  Gtortfictfion  bAt  Ctdbdnadon  of  srivtoion  aiNl  b  the  final  blessed  and  abiding  state  of 


.  3;15;  Ex.  Mato  1 31;4;17; 


h26;  2732-283;  Ld&el  3839;  238-32;  John 
>d»2ai;  4:12;  l5fH;  18t30-31;  1750-311 


l,n;  13:1144;  IQia 
13i2A2»  4:114^ 
2:1-3^93.9:9; 


45;  imm; 

6*4445,^ 1037r29t 
7,33^:  1  Car.  1:1-2;  1  S3 
2  Ttot  1:1};  2:161.19; 


;i3.22; !».  53-7;  Jer.  MriL  1638*1 

1931-44;  2^|M;  fohrt  1:1244;  3.^6;  534: 
;Acb2032;  Romf.  53-10;  8:28-39;  10:12.15;  175- 
1,113-23;  2:1-10;  3:1-11;  (^.  772-14;  2  Thest  2:13-14; 
13-5,13;  2:4-10;  1  Johft  1:7-9;  2:19;  33. 


8.  Gc»theSon 

Christ  b  the  eternal  Son  of  God.  In  His  incarnation  as  Jesus  Christ  He  was  conceived  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  bom  of  the  virgin  Mary.  Jesus  perfectly  revealed  and  did  the  will  of  God,  taking  upon 
Himself  human  nature  with  its  demands  and  necessities  and  identifying  Himself  cornpletely  with 
mankirxf  yet  without  sin.  He  honored  the  divine  law  by  His  personal  obedience,  artd  in  His  su^ti- 
tutionary  death  on  the  cross  He  made  pKOvisKxi  for  the  redemptKxi  of  men  from  sin.  He  was  raised 
from  the  dead  with  a  glorified  body  and  appeared  to  His  disciples  as  the  person  who  was  with  them 
before  His  crucifixion.  He  ascerxJed  into  heaven  and  is  now  exalted  at  the  right  harrd  of  Cod  where 
He  is  the  One  Mediator,  fully  God,  fully  man,  in  whose  Person  is  effected  the  reconciliation  between 
God  and  man.  He  will  return  in  power  and  glory  to  judge  the  world  and  to  consummate  His  redemp¬ 
tive  mission.  He  rK)w  dwells  in  all  believers  as  the  living  and  ever  present  Lord. 

Genesis  18:1ff.;  Psalms  2;7ff.;  110;1ff.;  Isaiah  7:14;  53;  Matthew  1:18-23;  3:17;  8:29;  1137; 

1 433;  1 6:1 6,27;  1 7:5;  27;  28:1  -6,1 9;  Mark  1 :1 ;  3:1 1 ;  Luke  1 :35;  4:41 ;  22:70;  24:46;  John  1 :1  -1 8,29; 
10:30,38;  1135-27;  12:44-50;  14:7-11;  16:15-16,28;  17:1-5,  21-22;  20:1-20,28;  Acts  13;  232-24; 
7:55-56;  9:4-5,20;  Romans  1 :3-4;  333-26;  55-21 ;  8:1-3,34;  10:4;  1  Corinthians  1 :30;  23;  8:6;  15:1- 
8,24-28;  2  Corinthians  5:19-21;  83;  Galatians  4:4-5;  Ephesians  1:20r3:11;  4:7-10;  Philippians  2:5- 
1 1 ;  Colossians  1 :1 3-22;  23;  1  Thessalonians  4:14-1 8;  1  Timothy  2:5-6;  3:1 6;  Titus  2:1 3-1 4;  Hebrews 
1:1-3;  4:14-15;  7:14-28;  9:12-15,24-28;  123;  13:8;  1  Peter  231-25;  332;  1  John  1 :7-9;  33;  4:14- 
15;  53;  2  John  7-9;  Revelation  1:13-16;  53-14;  12:10-11;  13:8;  19:16. 

C.  God  the  Hoiy  Siwt 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  the  Spirit  of  God,  fully  divine.  He  inspired  holy  men  of  old  to  write  the  Scripture. 
Through  illumination  He  enables  men  to  understand  tru^.  He  exalte  Christ.  He  convicts  men  of  sin, 
of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment.  He  calls  men  to  the  Saviour,  and  effects  regeneration.  At  the 
moment  of  regeneration  He  baptizes  every  believer  into  the  Body  of  Christ.  He  cultivates  Christian 
character,  comforts  believers,  and  bestows  the  spiritual  gifts  by  which  they  serve  God  through  His 
church.  He  seals  the  believer  unto  the  day  of  final  redemption.  His  presence  in  the  Christian  b  the 
guarantee  that  God  will  bring  the  believer  into  the  fullness  of  the  stature  of  Christ.  He  enlightens  and 
empowers  the  believer  and  the  church  in  worship,  evangelism,  and  service. 

Genesis  1 3;  Judges  14:6;  Job  26:13;  Psalms  51 :1 1 ;  1 39:7ff.;  Isaiah  61  :l-3;  Joel  2:28-32;  Matthew 
1:18;  3:16;  4:1;  12:28-32;  28:19;  Mark  1:10,12;  Luke  1:35;  4:1,18-19;  11:13;  12:12;  24:49;  John 
434;  14:16-17,26;  1536;  16:7-14;  Acte  1:8;  2:1-4,38;  4:31;  5:3;  6:3;  7:55;  8:17,39;  10:44;  13:2; 
15:28;  165;  19:15;  Romans  8.3-11,14-16,26-27;  1  Corinthians  2:1 0-1 4;  3:1 6;  12:3-1 1,1 3;  Galatians 
45;  Ephesians  1 :13-14;  4:30;  5:18;  1  Thessalonians  5:19;  1  Timothy  3:16;  4:1 ;  2  Timothy  1 :14;  3:16; 
Hebrews  9:8,14;  2  Peter  1 31;  1  John  4:13;  5.5-7;  Revelation  1 :10;  22:17. 

III.  Man 

Man  is  the  special  creation  of  Cod,  made  in  His  own  image.  He  created  them  male  and  female  as 
the  crowning  work  of  His  creation.  The  gift  of  gender  is  thus  part  of  the  goodness  of  God's  creation.  In 
the  beginning  man  was  innocent  of  sin  arxf  was  eixJowed  by  his  Creator  with  freedom  of  choice.  By  his 
free  choice  man  sinned  against  Cod  and  brought  sin  into  the  human  race.  Through  the  temptation  of 
Satan  man  transgressed  the  commarxi  of  God,  and  fell  from  his  original  innoceiKe  whereby  his  poster¬ 
ity  inherit  a  nature  and  an  environmerrt  inclined  toward  sin.  Therefore,  as  soon  as  they  are  capable  of 
nxxal  action,  they  become  transgressors  and  are  urxler  corKfemnation.  Only  the  grace  of  God  can  bring 
man  into  His  holy  fellowship  aixf  enable  man  to  fulfill  the  creative  purpose  of  Cod.  The  sacredness  of 
human  personality  is  evident  in  that  God  created  man  in  Hb  own  image,  arxJ  in  that  Christ  died  for  man; 
therefore,  every  person  of  every  race  possesses  full  dignity  and  is  worthy  of  respect  and  Christian  love. 

Genesis  136-30;  25,7,18-22;  3;  95;  Psalms  1;  8:35;  32:1-5;  515;  Isaiah  65;  Jeremiah  175; 
Matthew  1636;  Acte  1736-31;  Romans  1 :19-32;  3:10-18,23;  55,12,19;  65;  7:14-25;  8:14-18,29;  1 
Corinthians  131-31;  15:19,21-22;  Ephesians  2:1-22;  Colossians  1 31-22;  33-11. 

IV.  Salvation 

Salvation  involves  the  redemption  of  the  whole  man,  and  is  offered  freely  to  all  who  accept  Jesus 
Christ  as  Lord  and  Saviour,  who  by  His  own  blood  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  the  believer.  In 
its  broadest  sense  salvation  includes  regeneration,  justification,  sanctification,  and  glorification.  There 
is  no  salvation  apart  from  personal  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord. 

A.  Regeneration,  or  the  new  birth,  is  a  work  of  Ckxi's  grace  whereby  believers  become  new  crea¬ 
tures  in  Christ  Jesus.  It  is  a  change  of  heart  wrought  by  the  Holy  Spirit  through  conviction  of  sin,  to 
which  the  sinner  responds  in  repentance  toward  God  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Repentance 
and  faith  are  inseparable  experiefxres  of  grace. 

Repentance  is  a  genuine  turning  from  sin  toward  God.  Faith  is  the  acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
commitment  of  the  entire  personality  to  Him  as  Lord  arxJ  Saviour. 

B.  Justification  is  God's  gracious  and  full  acquittal  upon  principles  of  His  righteousness  of  all  sin¬ 
ners  who  repent  and  believe  in  Christ.  Justification  brings  the  believer  unto  a  relationship  of  peace 
and  favor  with  Cod. 

C.  Sanctification  is  the  experience,  beginning  in  regeneration,  by  which  the  believer  is  set  apart  to 
God's  purposes,  and  is  enabled  to  progress  toward  moral  and  spiritual  maturity  through  the  preserKe 
and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  dwelling  in  him.  Growth  in  grace  should  continue  throughout  the  regen¬ 
erate  person's  life. 

O.  Glorification  is  the  culmination  of  salvation  and  is  the  final  blessed  and  abiding  state  of  the 
redeemed. 

Genesis  3:15;  Exodus  3:14-17;  635;  Matthew  1 31;  4:17;  1631-26;  2732-285;  Luke  1 5859; 
238-32;  John  1:11-14,29;  33-21,36;  534;  103,28-29;  15:1-16;  17:17;  Acte  231;  4:12;  15:11; 
1630-31;  1730-31;  20:32;  Romans  1:16-18;2:4;  333-25;  4:3ff.;5:8-10;  6:1-23;  8:1-1839-39;  103- 
10,13;13:11-14;  1  Corinthians  1:1 8,30;  6:1 9-20;  15:10;  2  Corin^ians  5:1 7-20;  Galatians  2:20;  3:1 3; 
532-25;  6:15;  Ephesians  1:7;  2:8-22;  4:11-16;  Philippians  2:12-13;  Colossians  1.3-22;  3:1ff.;  1 
Thessalonians  533-24;  2  Timothy  1 :1 2;  Titus  2:11-14;  Hebrews  2:1-3;  5:8-9;  934-28;  11:1-125,14; 
James  2:14-26;  1  Peter  13-23;  1  John  15-2:11;  Revelation  330;  21:1-22:5 

V.  Goo's  PuwoK  OF  Grace 

Election  is  tJie  gracious  purpose  of  God,  according  to  which  He  regenerates,  justifies,  sarKtifies, 
arxJ  glorifies  sinners,  ft  is  consistent  with  the  free  agerxry  of  man,  arxJ  compreherxfe  all  the  means  in 
connectkxi  with  the  erxJ.  It  is  the  glorious  display  of  Go^s  sovereign  goodness,  arxJ  is  infinitely  wbe, 
holy,  arxJ  unchar^eable.  It  excludes  boasting  ar>d  promotes  humility. 

All  true  believers  erxJure  to  the  erxJ.  Those  whom  God  has  accepted  in  Christ,  arxJ  sarxrtified  by 
Hb  Spirit  will  never  fall  away  from  the  state  of  grace,  but  shall  persevere  to  the  eixJ.  Believers  may 
fall  into  sin  through  neglect  and  temptation,  whereby  they  grieve  the  Spirit  impair  their  graces  and 
comforts,  and  bring  reproach  on  the  cause  of  Christ  and  temporal  judgments  on  themselves;  yet  they 
shall  be  kept  by  the  power  of  Cod  through  faith  unto  salvation. 

Genesb  12:1-3;  Exodus  1955;  1  Samuel  8:4-7,19-22;  baiah  5:1-7;  Jeremiah  31 31  ff.;  Matt.  16:18- 
19;  21 :28-45;  2432,31;  25:34;  Luke  1 58-79;  239-32;  19:41-44;  24:44-48;  John  1 :12-14;  3:16;  534; 
6:4455,65;  1037-29;  15:16;  175, 12, 1 7-1 8;  Acte  2032;  Rom.  53-10;  838-39;  10:12-15;  11 5-7,26- 
36;  1  Cor.  1:1-2;  15:24-28;  Eph.  1:4-23;  2:1-10;  3:1-11;  Col.  1 :1 2-1 4;  2  Thessalonians  2:13-14;  2  Tim. 
1 :12;  2:10,19;  Hebrews  11 :39-123;  James  1 :12;  1  PWer  1 3-5,13;  2:4-10;  1  John  1 :7-9;  2:19;  33. 


VI.  THI  CHUtCH 

A  New  Testament  church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  a  local  body  of  baptized  believers  who 
are  associated  by  covenant  in  the  faith  and  fellowship  of  the  gospel,  observing  the  two  onU- 
nances  of  Christ,  committed  to  His  teachings,  exercising  the  gifts,  rights,  and  privileges  invest¬ 
ed  in  them  by  His  Word,  and  seeking  to  extend  the  gospel  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

This  church  is  an  autonomous  body,  operating  through  democratic  processes  under  the 
Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ.  In  such  a  congregation,  members  are  equally  responsible.  Its  Scriptural 
officers  are  pastors  and  deacons. 

The  New  Testament  speaks  also  of  the  church  as  the  body  of  Christ  which  includes  all  of  the 
redeemed  of  all  the  ages. 

Matt.  16:15-19;  18:15-20;  Acts  2:41-42,47;  5:11-14;  6:3-6;  13:1-3;  14:23,27;  15:1-30;  16:5; 
20:28;  Rom.  1:7;  1  Cor.  1:2;  3:16;  5:4-5;  7:17;  9:13-14;  12;  Ephes.  1:22-23;  2:19-22;  3:8- 
11,21;  5:22-32;  Phil.  1:1;  Col.  1:18;  1  Tim.  3:1-15;  4:14;  1  Peter  5:1-4;  Rev.  2-3;  21:2-3. 

Vli.  Baptism  and  the  koto's  Supphi 

Christian  baptism  is  the  immersion  of  a  believer  in  water  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  an  act  of  obedience  symbolizing  the  believer's  faith  in  a  crucified, 
buried,  and  risen  Saviour,  the  believer's  death  to  sin,  the  burial  of  the  old  life,  and  the  resur¬ 
rection  to  walk  in  newness  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus.  It  is  a  testimony  to  his  faith  in  the  final  resur¬ 
rection  of  the  dead.  Being  a  church  ordinance,  it  is  prerequisite  to  the  privileges  of  church 
membership  and  to  the  Lord's  Supper. 

The  Lor^s  Supper  is  a  symbolic  act  of  obedience  whereby  members  of  the  church,  through 
partaking  of  the  bread  and  the  fruit  of  the  vine,  memorialize  the  death  of  the  Redeemer  and 
anticipate  His  second  coming. 

Matt.  3:13-17;  26:26-30;  28:19-20;  Mark  1 :9-11;  14:22-26;  Luke  3:21-22;  22:19-20;  John 
3:23;  Acts  2:41-42;  8:35-39;  16:30-33;  Acts  20;7;  Rom.  6:3-5;  1  Cor.  10:16,21;  11:23-29; 
Col.  2:12. 


VIII.  The  Loid's  Day 

The  first  day  of  the  week  is  the  Lord's  Day.  It  is  a  Christian  institution  for  regular  observance. 
It  commerrKirates  the  resurrection  of  Christ  from  the  dead  and  should  be  employed  in  exercises 
of  worship  and  spiritual  devotion,  both  public  and  private,  and  by  refraining  from  worldly  amuse¬ 
ments,  and  resting  fi^om  secular  employments,  work  of  necessity  arxi  mercy  only  being  excepted. 

Ex.  20:8-11;  Mall.  12:1-12;  28:1  ff.;  Mark  2:27-28;  16:1-7;  Luke  24:1-3,33-36;  John  4:21-24; 
20:1,19-28;  Acts  20:7;  1  Cor.  16:1-2;  Col.  2:16;  3:16;  Rev.  1:10. 

IX.  The  Kingdom 

The  kingdom  of  Ckxf  includes  both  His  general  sovereignty  over  the  universe  and  His  par¬ 
ticular  kingship  over  men  who  willfully  acknowledge  Him  as  King.  Particularly  the  kingdom  is 
the  realm  of  salvation  into  which  men  enter  by  tru^ul,  childlike  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ. 
Christians  ought  to  pray  and  to  labor  that  the  kingdom  may  come  and  Cod's  will  be  done  on 
earth.  The  full  consummation  of  the  kingdom  awaits  the  return  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  end  of 
this  age. 

Gen.  1 :1;  Isa.  9*-7;Jer.  235-6;  Matt.  3:2;  4:8-10,23;  12-25-28;  13:1-52;  25:31-46;  2629;  Mark 
1 :14-15;  9:1;  Luke  4:43;  8:1;  92;  12:31-32;  1720-21;  23:42;  John  3:3;  18:36;  Acts  1 5-7;  1 722- 
31;  Rom.  5:17;  8:19;  1  Cor.  15:24-28;  Col.  1:13;  Heb.  11:10,16;  12-28;  1  Peter  2:4-10;  4:13;  Rev. 
15,5;  5:10;  11:15;  21-22. 

X.  Last  Things 

God,  in  His  own  time  and  in  His  own  way,  will  bring  the  world  to  its  appropriate  end. 
According  to  His  promise,  Jesus  Christ  will  return  persorially  and  visibly  in  glory  to  the  earth; 
the  dead  will  be  raised;  and  Christ  will  judge  all  men  in  righteousness.  The  unrighteous  will  be 
consigned  to  hell,  the  place  of  everlasting  punishment.  The  righteous  in  tlieir  resurrected  and 
glorified  bodies  will  receive  their  reward  and  will  dwell  forever  in  heaven  with  the  Lord. 

Isa.  2:4;  11:9;  Matt.  16:27;  18:8-9;  19:28;  24:27,30,36,44;  25:31-46;  26:64;  Mark  8:38; 
9:43-48;  Luke  12:40,48;  16:19-26;  1722-37;  21:27-28;  John  14:1-3;  Acts  1:11;  17:31;  Rom. 
14:10;  1  Cor.  4:5;  15:24-28,35-58;  2  Cor.  5:10;  Phil.  3:20-21;  Col.  1 :5;  3:4;  1  Thess.  4:14-18; 
5:1ff.;2Thess.  1:7ff.;  2,1  Tim.  6:14,-2Tim.  4:1 ,8; Titus 2:13; Heb.  927-28;  James  5:8;  2  Peter 
3:7ff.;  1  John  2:28;  3:2;  Jude  14;  Rev.  1:18;  3:11;  20:1-22:13.  — 


Xi;  Evanghism  and  Missions 

It  is  the  duty  and  privilege  of  every  follower  of  Christ  and  of  every  church  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  to  erxieavor  to  make  disciples  of  all  ruitions.  The  new  birth  of  man's  spirit  by  Cod's  Holy 
Spirit  means  the  birth  of  love  for  others.  Missionary  effort  on  the  part  of  all  rests  thus  upon  a  spir¬ 
itual  necessity  of  the  regenerate  life,  and  is  expressly  and  repeatedly  commanded  in  the  teachings 
of  Christ.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  child  of  Godto  seek  constantly  to  win  the  lost  to  Christ  by  per¬ 
sonal  effort  and  by  all  other  mrthods  in  harmony  with  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

Cen.  12:1-3;  Ex.  19:5-6;  Isa.  6:1-8;  Matt.  9:37-38;  10:5-15;  13:18-30,37-43;  16:19;  22:9- 
10;  24:14;  28:18-20;  Luke  10:1-18;  24:46-53;  John  14:11-12;  15:7-8,16;  17:15;  2021;  Acts 
1:8;  2;  8:26-40;  10:42-48;  13:2-3;  Rom.  10:13-15;  Ephes.  3:1-11;  1  Thess.  1 :8;  2  Tim.  4:5;  Heb. 
2:1-3;  11:39-122;  1  Peter  2:4-10;  Rev.  22:17. 

Xli.  Education 

The  cause  Of  education  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ  b  co-ordinate  with  the  causes  of  missioiw 
and  general  beheuolehce  ar>d  should  r«eive  along  with  these  the  liberal  Mpport  of  the 
chumheK.  An  adi^ibale  system  of  Christian  schools  is  necessary  to  a  complete  spiritual  program 
for  CNditls  pedpta.  •  ‘  ^  ^ 

in  Christian  wfucatiof}  there  shov^^  a  IMpaf iMiance  beiween^«ad^  fmi 

•caHmalc  iey6nilblli>|L  #iee(tom  fo 

BPd'hi^' abscM^^  a  teiwWf lehoo^^,. . 

ited laitb  Ch^  hudlpcll 

3:13«.;4:1-10; 8:1-7, 11;  15:14; Ecd.7:t9; Matt  Cor.  1:18- 

31;  fplT.  4:11^;  Phil.  4:8;  Col.  2;3,8-9;  1  Tim.  1:3-7;  I  TIWi.  Hite.  5:12-6:!^ 

James  1’.5J3:17.' 


Cod  biheaounte  of  idl 
Him.  Chrisdans  have  a  spi 
and  a  M^iing  siMraidihip  in 
with  iiiiir  dme,  taiehb,  and 
them  to  use  for  the  glory  of  God  a 


.  i^4if  that  vyc  have  and  are  we  owe  to 
wdrH  a  in  the  gospel, 

.-They^tNe  foeiefaie  uniier4iMp|ipn  to  serve  Him 
is;  and  drouldte£Of0i«B  M  enttusted  to 

helping  others.  According  to  the  Sa^phMds,  Chriitians 


shoirid  contribute  of  their  means  cheerfully,  regularly,  systematically,  proportlonatBly,  and  liber¬ 
ally  for  the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer's  cause  on  earth 


VI.  TheChuich 

A  New  Testament  church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  an  autonomous  local  congregation  of 
baptized  believers,  associated  by  covenant  in  the  faith  and  fellowship  of  the  gospel;  observing 
the  two  ordinances  of  Christ,  governed  by  His  laws,  exercising  the  gifts,  rights,  and  privileges 
invested  in  them  by  His  Word,  and  seeking  to  extend  the  gospel  to  the  er>ds  of  the  earth.  Each 
congregation  operates  under  the  Lordship  of  Christ  through  democratic  processes.  In  such  a 
congregation  each  member  is  responsible  and  accountable  to  Christ  as  Lord.  Its  scriptural  offi¬ 
cers  are  pastors  and  deacons.  While  both  men  and  women  are  gifted  for  service  in  the  church, 
the  office  of  pastor  is  limited  to  men  as  qualified  by  Scripture. 

The  New  Testament  speaks  also  of  the  church  as  the  body  of  Christ  which  includes  all  of  the 
redeemed  of  all  the  ages,  believers  from  every  tribe,  and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nation. 

Matthew  16:15-19;  18:15-20;  Acts  2:41-42,47;  5:11-14;  6:3-6;  13:1-3;  14:23,27;  15:1-30; 

1 6:5;  20:28;  Romans  1 :7;  1  Corinthians  1 2;  3:1 6;  5:4-5;  7:1 7;  9:1 3-1 4;  1 2;  Ephesians  1  22-23; 
2:19-22;  3:8-11,21;  5:22-32;  Philippians  1 :1;  Colossians  1 :18;  1  Timothy  2:9-14;  3:1-15;  4:14; 
Hebrews  11 :39-40;  1  Peter  5:1-4;  Revelation  2-3;  21 :2-3. 

VII.  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper 

Christian  baptism  is  the  immersion  of  a  believer  in  water  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  an  act  of  obedience  symbolizing  the  believer's  faith  in  a  crucified, 
buried,  and  risen  Saviour,  the  believer's  death  to  sin,  the  burial  of  the  old  life,  and  the  resur¬ 
rection  to  walk  in  newness  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus.  It  is  a  testimony  to  his  faith  in  the  final  resur¬ 
rection  of  the  dead.  Being  a  church  ordinance,  it  is  prerequisite  to  the  privileges  of  church 
membership  and  to  the  Lord's  Supper. 

The  Lord's  Supper  is  a  symbolic  act  of  obedience  whereby  m3mbers  of  the  church,  through 
partaking  of  the  bread  and  the  fruit  of  the  vine,  memorialize  the  death  of  the  Redeemer  and 
anticipate  His  second  coming. 

Matthew  3:13-17;  26:26-30;  28:19-20;  Mark  1:9-11;  14:22-26;  Luke  3:21-22;  22:19-20; 
John  3:23;  Acts  2:41-42;  8:35-39;  16:30-33;  20:7;  Romans  6:3-5;  1  Corinthians  10:16,21; 
11:23-29;  Colossians  2:12. 

VIII.  The  Lord's  Day 

The  first  day  of  the  week  is  the  Lord's  Day.  It  is  a  Christian  institution  for  regular  observance. 
It  commemorates  the  resurrection  of  Christ  from  the  dead  and  should  include  exercises  of  wor¬ 
ship  and  spiritual  devotion,  both  public  and  private.  Activities  on  the  Lord's  Day  should  be 
commensurate  with  the  Christian's  conscience  under  the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Exodus  20:8-11;  Matthew  12:1-12;  28:1  ff.;  Mark  2:27-28;  16:1-7;  Luke  24:1-3,33-36;  John 
4:21-24,  20:1,19-28;  Acts  20:7;  Romans  14:5-10;  I  Corinthians  16:1-2;  Colossians  2:16,  3:16; 
Revelation  1:10. 

IX.  The  Kingdom 

The  Kingdom  of  God  includes  both  His  general  sovereignty  over  the  universe  and  His  particu¬ 
lar  kingship  over  men  who  willfully  acknowledge  Him  as  King.  Particularly  the  Kingdom  is  the 
realm  of  salvation  into  which  men  enter  by  trustful,  childlike  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ.  Christians 
ought  to  pray  and  to  labor  that  the  Kingdom  may  come  and  God's  will  be  done  on  earth.  The  full 
consummation  of  the  Kingdom  awaits  the  return  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  end  of  this  age. 

Genesis  1:1;  Isaiah  9:6-7;  Jeremiah  23:5-6;  Matthew  3:2;  4:8-10,23;  12:25-28;  13:1-52; 
25:31  -46;  26:29;  Mark  1 :1 4-1 5;  9:1 ;  Luke  4:43;  8:1 ;  9:2;  1 2:31  -32;  1 7:20-21 ;  23:42;  John  33; 
18:36;  Acts  1:6-7;  17:22-31;  Romans  5:17;  8:19;  1  Corinthians  15:24-28;  Colossians  1:13; 
Hebrews  11:10,16;  12:28;  1  Peter  2:4-10;  4:13;  Revelation  1:6,9;  5:10;  11:15;  21-22. 

X.  Last  Things 

God,  in  His  own  time  and  in  His  own  way,  will  bring  the  world  to  its  appropriate  end. 
According  to  His  promise,  Jesus  Christ  will  return  personally  and  visibly  in  glory  to  the  earth; 
the  dead  will  be  raised;  and  Christ  will  judge  all  men  in  righteousness.  The  unrighteous  will  be 
consigned  to  Hell,  the  place  of  everlasting  punishment.  The  righteous  in  their  resurrected  and 
glorified  bodies  will  receive  their  reward  and  will  dwell  forever  in  Heaven  with  the  Lord. 

Isaiah  2:4;  11:9;  Matt.  16:27;  18:8-9;  19:28;  24:27,30,36,44;  25:31-46;  26:64;  Mark  8:38; 
9:43-48;  Luke  12:40,48;  16:19-26;  1 7:22-37;  21 :27-28;  John  14:1-3;  Acts  1 :11 ;  1 7:31 ;  Romans 
14:10;  1  Corinthians  4:5;  15:24-28,35-58;  2  Corinthians  5:10;  Philippians  3:20-21;  Colossians 
1 :5;  3:4;  1  Thessalonians  4:14-18;  5:1  ff.;  2  Thessalonians  1:7ff.;  2;  1  Timothy  6:14;  2  Timothy 
4:1,8;  Titus  2:13;  Hebrews  9:27-28;  James  5:8;  2  Peter  3:7ff.;  1  John  2:28;  3:2;  Jude  14;  Rev. 
1:18;  3:11;  20:1-22:13. 

XI.  EvANcaisM  and  Missions 

It  is  the  duty  and  privilege  of  every  follower  of  Christ  and  of  every  church  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  to  endeavor  to  make  disciples  of  all  nations.  The  new  birth  of  man's  spirit  by  God's  Holy 
Spirit  means  the  birth  of  love  for  others.  Missionary  effort  on  the  part  of  all  rests  thus  upon  a 
spiritual  necessity  of  the  regenerate  life,  and  is  expressly  and  repeatedly  commanded  in  the 
teachings  of  Christ.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  commanded  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  all 
nations.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  child  of  God  to  seek  constantly  to  win  the  lost  to  Christ  by  ver¬ 
bal  witness  undergirded  by  a  Christian  lifestyle,  and  by  other  methods  in  harmony  with  the 
gospel  of  Christ. 

Genesis  12:1-3;  Exodus  19:5-6;  Isaiah  6:1-8;  Matthew  9:37-38;  10:5-15;  13:18-  30,  37-43; 
16:19;  22:9-10;  24:14;  28:18-20;  Luke  10:1-18;  24:46-53;  John  14:11-12;  15:7-8,16;  17:15; 
20:21;  Acts  1:8;  2;  8:26-40;  10:42-48;  13:2-3;  Romans  10:13-15;  Ephesians  3:1-11;  1 
Thessalonians  1 :8;  2  Timothy  4:5;  Hebrews  2:1-3;  11 :39-12:2;  1  Peter  2:4-10;  Revelation  22:17. 

XII.  Education 

Christianity  is  the  faith  of  enlightenment  and  intelligerKe.  In  Jesus  Christ  abide  all  the  treasures 
of  wisdom  and  knowledge.  All  sound  learning  is,  therefore,  a  part  of  our  Christian  heritage.  The 
new  birth  opens  all  human  faculties  and  creates  a  thirst  for  knowledge.  Moreover,  the  cause  of 
education  in  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  is  co-ordinate  with  the  causes  of  missions  and  general  benev¬ 
olence,  and  should  receive  along  with  these  the  liberal  support  of  the  churches.  An  adequate  sys¬ 
tem  of  Christian  education  is  necessary  to  a  complete  spiritual  program  for  Christ's  peo^. 

In  Christian  education  there  should  be  a  proper  balance  between  academic  freedom  and 
academic  responsibility.  Freedom  in  any  orderly  relationship  of  human  life  is  always  limited 
and  never  ab^lute.  The  freedom  of  a  teacher  in  a  Christian  school,  college,  or  seminary  is  lim¬ 
ited  by  the  pre-eminence  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  the  authoritative  nature  of  the  Scriptures,  and  by 
the  distinct  purpose  for  which  the  school  exists. 

Deuteronomy  4:1,5,9,14;  6:1-10;  31:12-13;  Nehemiah  8:1-8;  Job  28:28;  Psalms  19:7ff.; 
119:11;  Proverbs  3:13ff.;  4:1-10;  8:1-7,11;  15:14;  Ecclesiastes  7:19;  Matthew  5:2;  7:24ff.; 
28:19-20;  Luke  2:40;  1  Corinthians  1:18-31;  Ephesians  4:11-16;  Philippians  4:8;  Colossians 
2:3,8-9;  1  Timothy  1:3-7;  2  Timothy  2:15;  3:14-17;  Hebrews  5:12-6:3;  James  1:5;  3:17 


Gen.  14:20;  Lev.  27:30-32;  Deut.  8:18;  Ma(.  3:8-42;  Matt.  6:1-4,19-21;  19:21;  23:23; 
25:14-28;  Luke  12:16-21,42;  16:1-13;  Acts  2:4^7;  5:1-11;  17:24-25;  20:35;  Rom.  6:6- 
22;  12:1-2;  1  Cor.  4:1-2;  6:19-20;  12;  16:1-4;  2  Cor.  8-9;  12:15;  Phil.  4:10-19;  1  Peter 
1:18-19. 

XIV.  CO-OPEtATtON 

Christ's  people  should,  as  occasion  requires,  organize  such  associations  and  conven¬ 
tions  as  rnay  best  secure  co-operation  for  the  great  objects  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  Such 
oi^anizations  have  no  authority  over  one  another  or  over  the  churches.  They  are  volun¬ 
tary  and  advisory  bodies  designed  to  elicit,  combine,  and  direct  the  energies  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  In  the  most  effective  manner.  Members  of  New  Testament  churches  should  co-oper¬ 
ate  with  one  another  in  carrying  forward  the  missionary,  educational,  and  benevelent 
ministries  for  the  extension  of  0»rist's  kingdom.  Christian  unity  in  the  New  Testament 
sense  is  spiritual  harmony  and  voluntary  co-operation  for  common  ends  by  various 
groups  of  Christ  s  people.  Co-operation  is  desirable  between  the  various  Christian 
denominations,  when  the  end  to  be  attained  is  itself  justified,  and  when  such  co-opera¬ 
tion  involves  no  violation  of  conscience  or  compromise  of  loyalty  to  Christ  and  his  Word 
as  revealed  in  the  New  Testament. 

Ex.  17:12;  18:17ff.;  Judg.  7:21;  Ezra  1:3-4;  2:68-69;  5:14-15;  Neh.  4;  8:1-5;  Matt. 
10:5-15,  20:1-16;  22:1-10;  28:19-20;  Mark  2:3;  Luke  10:lff.;  Acts  1:13-14;  2:1ff.;  4:31- 
37;  13:2-3;  15:1-35;  1  Cor.  1:10-17;  3:5-15;  12;  2  Cor.  8-9;  Gal.  1:6-10;  Eph.  4:1-16; 
Phil.  1:15-18. 

XV.  The  Christian  and  the  Social  Order 

Every  Christian  is  under  oBhgation  to  seek  to  make  the  will  of  Christ  supreme  in  his 
own  life  and  in  human  society.  Means  and  methods  used  for  the  improvement  of  society 
and  the  establishment  of  righteousness  among  men  can  be  truly  and  permanently  helpful 
only  when  they  are  rooted  in  the  regeneration  of  the  individual  by  the  saving  grace  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  Christian  should  oppose  in  the  spirit  of  Christ  every  form  of 
greed,  selfishness,  and  vice.  He  should  work  to  provide  for  the  orphaned,  the  needy,  the 
aged,  the  helpless,  and  the  sick.  Every  Christian  should  seek  to  bring  industry,  govern¬ 
ment,  and  society  as  a  whole  under  the  sway  of  the  principles  of  righteousness,  truth,  and 
brotherly  love.  In  order  to  promote  these  ends  Christians  should  be  ready  to  work  with 
all  men  of  good  will  in  any  good  cause,  always  being  careful  to  act  in  the  spirit  of  love 
without  compromising  their  loyalty  to  Christ  and  his  truth. 

Ex.  20:3-17;  Lev.  6:2-5;  Deut.  10:12;  27:1 7;  Psalm  101 :5;  Micah  6:8,  Zech.  8:16;  Matt. 
5:13-16,43-48;  22:36-40;  25:35;  Mark  1:29-34;  2:3ff.;  10:21;  Luke  4:18-21;  10:27-37; 
20:25;  John  15:12;  17:15;  Rom.  12-14;  1  Cor.  5:9-10;  6:1-7;  7:20-24;  10:23-11:1;  Cal. 
3:26-28;  Eph.  6:5-9;  Col.  3:12-17;  1  Thess.  3:12;  Philemon;  James  1:27;  2:8. 

XV(.  Peace  and  War 

It  is  the  duty  of  Christians  to  seek  peace  with  all  men  on  principles  of  righteousness. 
In  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  teachings  of  Christ  they  should  do  all  in  their  power  to 
put  an  end  to  war. 

The  true  remedy  for  the  war  spirit  is  the  gospel  of  our  Lord.  The  supreme  need  of  the 
world  is  the  acceptance  of  His  teachings  in  ail  the  affairs  of  men  and  nations,  and  the 
practical  application  of  His  law  of  love. 

Isa.  2:4;  Matt.  5:9,38-48;  6:33;  26:52;  Luke  22:36,38;  Rom.  12:18-19;  13:1-7;  14:19; 
Heb.l2:14;  James  4:1-2. 

XVII.  Relicious'Lirerty 

God  alone  is  Lord  of  the  conscience,  and  He  has  left  it  free  from  the  doctrines  and 
commandments  of  men  which  are  contrary  to  His  Word  or  not  contained  in  it.  Church 
and  state  should  be  separate.  The  state  owes  to  every  church  protection  and  full  freedom 
in  the  pursuit  of  its  spiritual  ends.  In  providing  for  such  freedom  no  ecclesiastical  group 
or  denomination  should  be  favored  by  the  state  more  than  others.  Civil  government  being 
ordained  of  Cod,  it  is  the  duty  of  Christians  to  render  loyal  obedience  thereto  in  all  things 
not  contrary  to  the  revealed  will  of  Cod.  The  church  should  not  resort  to  the  civil  power 
to  carry  on  its  work.  The  gospel  of  Christ  contemplates  spiritual  means  alone  for  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  its  ends.  The  state  has  no  right  to  impose  penalties  for  religious  opinions  of  any 
kind.  The  state  has  no  right  to  impose  taxes  for  the  support  of  any  form  of  religion.  A  free 
church  in  a  free  state  is  the  Christian  ideal,  and  this  implies  the  right  of  free  and  unhin¬ 
dered  access  to  God  on  the  part  of  all  men  and  the  right  to  form  and  propagate  opinions 
in  the  sphere  of  religion  without  interfererKe  by  the  civil  power. 

Gen.  1:27;  2:7;  Matt.  6:6-7;  24:16:26;  22:21;  John  8:36;  Acts  4:19-20;  Rom.  6:1-2; 
13:1-7;  Cal.  5:1,13;  Phil.  3:20;  1  Tim.  2:1-2;  James  4:12;  1  Peter  2:12-17';  3:11-17- 
4:12-19. 

XVIII.  The  Family 

Cod  has  ordained  the  family  as  the  foundational  institution  of  human  society.  It  is 
compos^  of  persons  related  to  one  another  by  marriage,  blood,  or  adoption. 

Marriage  is  the  uniting  of  one  man  and  one  woman  in  covenant  commitment  for  a  life¬ 
time.  It  is  God's  unique  gift  to  provide  for  the  man  and  the  woman  in  marriage  the  frame¬ 
work  for  intimate  companionship,  the  channel  for  sexual  expression  according  to  bibli¬ 
cal  standards,  and  the  means  for  procreation  of  the  human  race. 

The  husband  and  wife  are  of  equal  worth  before  God,  since  both  are  created  in  Cod's 
image.  The  marriage  relationship  models  the  way  God  relates  to  His  people.  A  husband 
is  to  love  his  wife  as  Christ  loved  the  church.  He  has  the  God-given  responsibility  to  pro¬ 
vide  for,  to  protect,  and  to  lead  his  family.  A  wife  is  to  submit  herself  graciously  to  the 
servant  leadership  of  her  husband  even  as  the  church  willingly  submits  to  the  headship 
of  Christ.  Site,  being  in  the  image  of  God  as  is  her  husbartd  and  thus  equal  to  him,  has 
the  Cod-given  responsibility  to  respect  her  husband  and  to  serve  as  his  helper  in  manag¬ 
ing  the  household  and  nurturing  the  next  generation. 

Children,  from  tJie  moment  of  conception,  are  a  blessing  and  heritage  from  the  Lord. 
Parents  are  to  demonstrate  to  their  children  God's  pattern  for  marriage.  Parents  are  to 
teach  their  children  spiritual  and  moral  values  and  to  lead  them,  through  consistent 
lifestyle  example  and  loving  discipline,  to  make  choices  based  on  biblical  truth.  Children 
are  to  honor  and  obey  their  parents. 

Gen.  1:26-28;  2:18-25;  3:1-20;  Ex.  20:12;  E)eut.  6:4-9;  Josh.  24:15;  1  Sam.  1:26-28; 
Ps.  51:5;  78:1-8;  127;  128;  139:13-16;  Prov.  1:8;  5:15-20;  6:20-22;  12:4;  13:24;  14:1; 
17:6;  18:22;  22:6,15;  23:13-14;  24:3;  29:15,17;  31:10-31;  Eccl.  4:9-12;  9:9;  Mai.  2:14* 
18;  Matt.  5:31-32;  18:2-5;  19:3-9;  Mark  10:6-12;  Rom.  1:18-32;  1  Cor.  7:1-16;  Eph.  5:21- 
33;  6:1-4;  Col.  3:18-21;  1  Tim.  5:8,14;  2  Tim.  1 :3-5;  Titus  2:3-5;  Heb.  13:4;  1  Pet.  3:1-7. 


XIII.  Stbvardsht 

God  is  the  source  of  all  blessings,  temporal  and  spiritual;  all  that  we  have  and  are  we  owe  to  Him. 
Christians  have  a  spiritual  debtorship  to  the  whole  world,  a  holy  trusteeship  in  the  gospel,  and  a  bind¬ 
ing  stewardship  in  their  possessions.  They  are  therefore  under  obligation  to  serve  Him  with  their  time, 
talents,  and  material  possessions;  and  should  recognize  all  these  as  entrusted  to  them  to  use  for  the 
glory  of  God  and  for  helping  others.  According  to  the  Scriptures,  Christians  should  contribute  of  their 
means  cheerfully,  regularly,  systematically,  proportionately,  and  liberally  for  the  advancement  of  the 
Redeemer's  cause  on  earth. 

Genesis  14:20;  Leviticus  27:30-32;  Deuteronomy  8:1 8;  Malachi  3:8-12;  Matt.  6:1-4,19-21;  1921; 
23:23;  25:14-29;  Luke  12:16-21,42;  16:1-13;  Acts  2:44-47;  5:1-11;  17:24-25;  20:35;  Romans  6:6-22; 
12:1-2;  1  Cor.  4:1-2;  6:19-20;  12;  16:1-4;  2  Cor.  8-9;  12:15;  Philippians  4:10-19;  1  Peter  1 :18-19. 

XIV.  CCKtPBtATION 

Christ's  people  should,  as  occasion  requires,  organize  such  associations  and  conventions  as  may 
best  s^ure  cooperation  for  the  great  objects  of  the  Kingdom  of  Cod.  Such  organizations  have  no 
autl^ity  over  one  another  or  over  the  churches.  They  are  voluntary  and  advisory  bodies  designed  to 
elicit,  combine,  and  direct  the  energies  of  our  people  in  the  most  effective  manner.  Members  of  New 
Testament  churches  should  cooperate  with  one  arrother  in  carrying  forward  the  missionary,  educa¬ 
tional,  arxJ  benevolent  ministries  for  the  extension  of  Christ's  Kingdom.  Christian  unity  in  the  New 
Testament  sense  is  spiritual  harmony  and  voluntary  cooperation  for  common  ends  by  various  groups 
of  Christ's  people.  Cooperation  is  desirable  between  the  various  Christian  denominations,  when  the 
end  to  be  attained  is  itself  justified,  and  when  such  cooperation  involves  no  violation  of  conscience 
or  compromise  of  loyalty  to  Christ  and  His  Word  as  revealed  in  the  New  Testament. 

Exodus  17:12;  1 8:1 7ff.;  Judges  7:21;  Ezra  1:3-4;  2:68-69;  5:14-15;  Nehemiah  4;  8:1-5;  Matthew 
10:5-15;  20:1-16;  22:1-10;  28:19-20;  Mark  2:3;  Luke  10:1ff.;  Acts  1:13-14;  2:1ff.;  4:31-37;  13:2-3; 
J  5:1 -35;  1  Cor.  1 :10-17;  3:5-15;  12;  2  Cor.  8-9;  Galatians  1 :6-10;  Ephesians  4:1-16;  Phil.  1 :15-18. 

XV.  The  Christian  and  the  Social  Order 

All  Christians  are  under  obligation  to  seek  to  make  the  will  of  Christ  supreme  in  our  own  lives  and 
in  human  society.  Means  and  methods  used  for  the  improvement  of  society  and  the  establishment  of 
righteousness  among  men  can  be  truly  and  permanently  helpful  only  when  they  are  rooted  in  the 
regeneration  of  the  individual  by  the  saving  grace  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ.  In  the  spirit  of  Christ, 
Christians  should  oppose  racism,  every  form  of  greed,  selfishness,  and  vice,  and  all  forms  of  sexual 
immorality,  including  adultery,  homosexuality,  and  pornography.  We  should  work  to  provide  for  the 
orphaned,  the  needy,  the  abused,  the  aged,  the  helpless,  and  the  sick.  We  should  speak  on  behalf  of 
the  unborn  and  conterrd  for  the  sanctity  of  all  human  life  from  conception  to  natural  death.  Every 
Christian  should  seek  to  bring  industry,  government,  and  society  as  a  whole  under  the  sway  of  the 
principles  of  righteousness,  truth,  and  brotherly  love.  In  order  to  promote  these  ends  Christians 
should  be  ready  to  work  with  all  men  of  good  will  in  any  gocid  cause,  always  being  careful  to  act  in 
the  spirit  of  love  without  compromising  their  loyalty  to  Christ  and  His  truth. 

Exodus  20:3-17;  Leviticus  6:2-5;  Deuteronomy  1,Q:12;  27:17;  Psalm  101:5;  Micah  6:8; 
Zeckariah:16;  Matt.5:l  3-1 6,43-48;  22:36-40;  25:35;  Mark  1:29-34;  2:3ff.;  10:21;  Luke  4:18-21; 
10:27-37;  2025;  John  15:12;  17:15;  Romans  12-14;  1  Cor.  5:9-10;  6:1-7;  7:20-24;  10:23-11:1; 
Galatians  3:26-28;  Ep)h.  6:5-9;  Colossians  3:12-17;  1  Thessalonians  3:12;  Philemon;  James  1:27;  2:8. 

XVI.  Peace  and  War  * 

It  is  the  duty  of  Christians  to  seek  preace  with  all  merl  on  principles  of  righteousness.  In  accordance 
with  the  spirit  and  teachings  of  Christ  they  should  do  all  in  their  power  to  put  an  end  to  war. 

The  true  remedy  for  the  war  spirit  is  the  gospel  of  our  Lord.  The  supreme  need  of  the  world  is  the 
acceprtance  of  His  teachings  in  all  the  affairs  of  naen  and  nations,  and  the  practical  application  of  His 
law  of  love.  Christian  people  throughout  the  world  should  pray  for  the  reign  of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

Isaiah  2:4;  Matthew  5:9,38^8;  6:33;  26:52;  Luke  22:36,38;  Romans  12:18-19;  13:1-7;  14':19; 
Hebrews  1 2:1 4;  James  4:1 -2. 

XVII.  Religious  Libbity 

God  alone  is  Lord  of  the  conscience,  and  He  has  left  it  free  from  the  doctrines  and  command¬ 
ments  of  men  which  are  contrary  to  His  Word  or  not  contained  in  it.  Church  and  state  should  be  sep¬ 
arate.  The  state  owes  to  every  church  protection  and  full  freedom  in  the  pursuit  of  its  spiritual  ends. 
In  providing  for  such  freedom  no  ecclesiastical  group  or  denomination  should  be  favored  by  the  state 
more  than  others.  Civil  government  being  ordained  of  God,  it  is  the  duty  of  Christians  to  render  loyal 
obedience  thereto  in  all  things  not  contrary  to  the  revealed  will  of  God.  The  church  should  not  resort 
to  the  civil  power  to  carry  on  its  work.  The  gosprel  of  Christ  contemplates  spiritual  means  alone  for 
the  pursuit  of  its  ends.  The  state  has  no  right  to  impose  penalties  for  religious  opinions  of  any  kind. 
The  state  has  no  right  to  impose  taxes  for  the  support  of  any  form  of  religion.  A  free  church  in  a  free 
state  is  the  Christian  ideal,  and  this  implies  the  right  of  free  and  unhindered  access  to  God  on  the  part 
of  all  men,  and  the  right  to  form  arxf  propagate  opinions  in  the  sphere  of  religion  without  interference 
by  the  civil  power. 

Genesis  1 :27;  2:7;  Matthew  6.6-7,  24;  1 626;  2221 ;  John  8:36;  Acts  4:1 9-20;  Romans  6:1  -2;  13:1- 
7;  Galatians  5:1,13;  Philippians  320;  1  Timothy  2:1-2;  James  4:12;  1  Peter  2:1 2-1 7;  3:1 1-1 7;  4:1 2-1 9. 

XVIII.  The  Family 

God  has  ordained  the  family  as  the  foundational  institution  of  human  society.  It  is  composed  of 
persons  related  to  one  another  by  marriage,  blood,  or  adoption. 

N^rriage  is  the  uniting  of  one  man  arxJ  one  woman  in  covenant  commitment  for  a  lifetime.  It  is 
God's  unique  gift  to  reveal  the  union  between  Christ  and  His  church  and  to  provide  for  the  man  and 
the  woman  in  marriage  the  framework  for  intimate  companionship,  the  channel  of  sexual  expression 
according  to  biblical  standards,  arxJ  the  means  for  procreation  of  the  human  race. 

The  husband  and  wife  are  of  equal  worth  before  God,  since  both  are  created  in  God's  image.  The 
marriage  relationship  models  the  way  God  relates  to  His  people.  A  husband  is  to  love  his  wife  as 
Christ  loved  the  church.  He  has  the  Grxf-given  responsibility  to  provide  for,  to  protect  and  to  lead  his 
family.  A  wife  is  to  submit  herself  graciously  to  the  servant  leadership  of  her  husband  even  as  the 
church  willingly  submits  to  the  headship  of  Christ.  She,  being  in  the  image  of  God  as  is  her  husband 
and  thus  equal  to  him,  has  the  God-given  responsibility  to  respect  her  husband  and  to  serve  as  his 
helper  in  managing  the  household  and  nurturing  the  next  generation. 

Children,  from  the  moment  of  corrception,  are  a  blessing  and  heritage  from  the  Lord.  Parents  are 
to  demonstrate  to  their  children  God's  pattern  for  marriage.  Parents  are  to  teach  their  children  spiri¬ 
tual  and  rr^al  values  arrd  to  lead  them,  through  consistent  lifestyle  example  and  loving  discipline,  to 
make  choices  based  on  biblical  truth.  Children  are  to  honor  and  obey  their  parents. 

Genesis  1:26-28;  2:15-25;  3:1-20;  Exodus  20:12;  Deuterorxxny  6:4-9;  Joshua  24:15;  1  Sam  1  26- 
28;  Psalms  51:5;  78:1-8;  127;  128;  139:13-16;  Prov.  1:8;  5:15-20;  6:20-22;  12:4;  13:24;  14:1;  176; 
18:22;  22:6,15;  23:13-14;  24:3;  29:1 5,17;  31 :10-31 ;  Ecclesiastes  4:9-12;  9:9;  Malachi  2:14-16;  Matt. 
5:31-32;  18:2-5;  19:3-9;  Mark  106-12;  Rom.  1 :18-32;  1  Cor.  7:1-16;  Ephesians  521-33;  6:M;  Col. 
3:18-21;  1  Tim.  5:8,14;  2  Timothy  1 :3-5;  Titus  2:3-5;  Hebrews  13:4;  1  Peter  3:1-7. 
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Arlington  Church,  Lincoln  County,  held  ground  breaking  services 
on  May  7  for  a  larger  nursery,  a  new  library  and  youth  department, 
and  special  changes  for  the  choir  room.  Pictured  (from  right)  are  Bob 
Lynch,  pastor;  Cheryl  Ann  Mitchell,  Donald  Porter,  Lane  Sasser, 
Curty  Dunaway,  and  Vanga  Woodall,  members  of  the  building  com¬ 
mittee;  and  Buddy  Russell,  chairman  of  deacons. 


Rose  Hill  Church,  Mize, 
will  have  dedication  services  of 
its  new  church  building  at  1 
p.m.  on  June  4.  Others  activities 
include  worship  at  10:30  a.m. 
and  lunch  at  noon. 

Four  Fabulous  Monday 
Nights  will  be  held  at  McCall 
Creek  Church,  McCall  Creek,  at 
7  p.m.  Speakers  will  be  Lee 
Kirk,  June  5;  Bendon  Ginn,  June 
12;  Lonnie  Case,  June  19;  and 
Avery  Jones,  June  26.  The  music 
leader  will  be  Jo  Nita  Porter. 
Harold  Anderson  is  pastor. 

Washington  Church, 

Washington,  will  celebrate  its 
50th  anniversa^/homecom- 
ing  on  June  11.  The  times  are 
9:30  a.m. -2  p.m.  with  covered 
dish  lunch.  Guest  speakers 
will  be  Robert  Jones,  Burnis 
Barrett,  and  Norris  Curry. 

The  Christian  Warrior 
Conference  will  be  held  9  a.m.- 
3  p.m.  on  June  10  at  Good 
Hope  Church,  Hickory.  Lunch 
will  be  provided.  Kevin 


Meador  of  Stratton 
Community,  Decatur,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Prayer  Closet 
Ministries,  Inc.,  will  be  leading 
the  conference.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  contact  Meador  at  (601) 
635-2180  or  email:  prayer 
closetl998@yahoo.com  or  call 
Kathy  Burns,  consultant. 
Woman's  Missionary  Union, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  at  (800)  748-1651. 


Troy  First  Church, 
Pontotoc  Association,  will 
have  a  note  burning  service 
for  its  sanctuary,  10:30  a.m.,  on 
June  4.  Covered  dish  meal  will 
be  served  in  the  fellowship 
hall.  Terry  Faulkner,  former 
pastor,  currently  pastor  at 
Zion  Hill  in  Union  County, 

Puest  speaker,  and  Walk  By 
aith  or  Pontotoc,  guest  music 
group  for  morning  service. 
Afternoon  service  will  begin  at 
1:30  p.m.  Former  ministers  of 
music,  Danny  McGee  and 
Greg  Reed,  music,  and  George 
Steward,  director  of  missions, 
Pontotoc  Association,  guest 
^eaker  for  afte  '  “ 

For  more  inforr 
tion,  contact  G 
Herndon,  pastor 
(662)  488-8710. 

First  Chur 
Baldwyn,  will  a 
brate  its  13 
anniversary 
June  11  at  3  p 
"From  its  hum 
beginnings  in 
one-room  build 
to  the  modem  fa 
ities  of  today, 
church's  strc 
past  and  promis 
future  will  be  hi 
lighted,"  said  Terry 
Cutrer,  pastor.  G 


Heucks  Retreat  Church, 
Brookhaven,  held  ground 
breaking  services  for;  its  new 
Family  Ministry  Center  on  Jan. 
2.  The  day  began  with  a  special 
message  by  Ken  Kirk,  pastor, 
followed  by  the  ground  break¬ 
ing  and  dinner  on  the  grounds. 
Wnen  completed,  the  ministry 
center  will  house  a  fellowship 
hall,  to  seat  approximately  300, 
a  gymnasium,  and  second  floor 
Sunday  School  rooms. 
Members  of  the  building  com¬ 
mittee  (pictured,  from  left)  are 
Ray  Huff,  Jerry  Etheridge, 
Verbalee  Watts,  Jerry  Ratliff, 

Winnie  Sandifer,  ana  Tillmon 

_ _ 


Ground  breaking  at  Heucks  Retreat  Church,  Brookhaven 


Homecomings 


Union,  Tylertown:  June  4; 
worship  at  10:45  a.m.  fol¬ 
lowed  by  dinner  in  fellowship 
hall;  Greg  Rester,  guest  speak¬ 
er;  music  program  at  1:30 

6m.  with  Ken  Hedgepeth; 
ouglas  Lee,  interim  pastor. 

Interstate,  Shaw;  June  4; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish 
lunch  in  fellowship  hall;  Riley 
Harper,  Greenville,  former 
minister  of  music  at  Interstate 
Church  will  present  a  concert 


at  1  p.m.;  Jim  Futral,  executive 
director-treasurer,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board, 
speaker;  Robert  Haney,  pastor. 

Woodhaven,  ^  Ocean 
Springs:  25th  anniversary; 
June  4;  Sunday  School,  9:45 
a.m.;  worship  10:45  a.m.; 
lunch  in  Family  Center;  Billy 
Williams,  Gautier,  guest 
speaker;  Eva  Groue,  music. 

Southside,  Lucedale:  29th 
anniversary;  June  11;  11  a.m.; 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  Bill  Barton, 
former  interim  pastor  at 
Southside  and  present  pastor 
of  Wade  Church,  guest  speak¬ 
er;  lunch  served  in  fellowship 
Hall  followed  by  singing  in 
the  afternoon. 


Indian  Springs  (Perry): 
June  4;  Neil  Wigley,  former 
member,  will  bring  the  morn¬ 
ing  message,  followed  by 
lunch  in  fellowship  hall;  after¬ 
noon  service  with  Daniel  Lee, 
former  music  director,  pre¬ 
senting  special  music;  Floyd 
Seymour  is  pastor. 

Kirkville  (Itawamba):  June 
4;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.  followed  by 
fellowship  meal  in  fellowship 
hall;  Hulon  Chaney,  message; 
Jim  Irvin,  pastor. 


Revival  Dates 


Mt.  Carmel,  Edinburg:  June 
4-9;  7  p.m.  nightly;  J.  Garland 
McKee,  Clinton,  evangelist; 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

328  Southgate  Court,  Brentwood,  TN  37027 

Call  Today  /Qnn\  Q7r 


Evelyn  Dodds,  Edinburg, 
music;  Keith  Fulton,  pastor. 

Poplar  Springs  (Newton): 
June  11-14;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  fel¬ 
lowship  meal,  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Gary 

Felton,  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
evangelist;  Marion  Felton, 
fnusic;  Charles  Bonner,  pastor. 
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(800)  370-6180 

•  LifeWay  Discount 

•  1 5  passenger  vans 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

www.carpenterbus.com 


Since  1953 
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The  Baptist  Reccwp 


Ben  Stewart  (right),  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  Church, 


The  music  ministry  of  Alta 
Woods  Church,  Jackson,  will 
present  The  Diplomats  in  an 
Old  Fashioned  Sing,  June  4,  at 
5:30  p.m.  For  more  information 
or  to  make  reservations  for  the 
hamburger  fellowship,  call 
(601)3^-8651. 

McClellan  Road  Church, 
Biloxi,  will  celebrate  its  30th 
anniversary  on  June  4.  Activities 


Magnolia,  was  presented  a 


s  pres< 

plaque  by  Jim  Didlake,  director. 


will  include  Sunday  School,  9:30 
a.m.;  worship  service  with  Paul 
Leber  and  Burl  Cooley  speaking 
and  special  music  oy  former 
music  staff;  covered  di^  dinner  in 
fellowship  hall  at  nocHV  and  1  p  jn. 
service  with  remarks  by  Zeno 
Wells  and  message  by  Breaux 
Tageant.  Kenna  Byrd  is  pastor. 

Calvary  Chapel  at  Parchman 
will  observe  its  10th  cinniversary 


Men's  Ministry,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board, 
on  April  30.  The  plaque  was 
for  services  renderea  in  the 
area  of  agricultural  mis¬ 
sions.  Stewart  served  as 
state  secretary. 


on  June  4  from  2-4  pjri. 
with  lunch  at  1  p.m.  'The 
church  that  serves  the 
prison  staff  has  been  built 
entirely  with  volunteer 
labor;  and  no  money  was 
borrowed  to  finance  the 
construction  materials.  As 
the  congregation  grew,  the 
building  grew.  The  Calvary 
Chapel  received  church 
building  aid  from 
Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  Board  in  the 
ecirly  years  of  the  mission. 

Most  Calvary  members 
were  baptized  as  new 
believers  at  Calvciry,  and  though 
their  numbers  are  less  than  bO, 
the  church  has  in  its  missions  and 
in  its  mission  work  abroad  led 
perhajK  400  to  Christ,  293  in 
Mexico  alone.  Calvary  has  spon- 


Hodges 

sored  or  co-sponsored  a  number 
of  new  missions,"  said  Joe  Young, 
pastor.  Earl  Hodges  (picture^ 
deacon  and  retirea  prison  securi¬ 
ty  officer,  shares  a  report  from  a 
recent  Mexico  mission  trip. 


Nominations  open  for  MBC  posts 


Didlake  and  Stewart 


AAEO  goal 
exceeded 

Wayside  Church, 

Vicksburg,  exceeded  its  Annie 
Armstrong  goal  by  $122.  Larry 
Haggard  is  pastor. 


Are  your  Mniort  tired  of 
crawlirtg  over  the 
HUMP?  The  sohJiionie 
a  IS-paaaengarvan 
with  an  aisle,  raised  roof 
a  etectic  step. 

CM  1MMS  \Mi  4  Bmb  IbdM  1«MaMe2 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 
www.tri-statevantws  com 


Hi^iland,  Natchez:  June  5-9; 
8:30-11:30  a.m.;  ages  one  to  12. 

Wayside,  Vicksburg:  June  5- 
9;  8:3()-ll:30  a.m.;  3  year  olds 
through  6th  grade;  Larry  W. 
Haggard,  pastor. 

Griffith  Memorial  Church, 
Jackson:  June  12-15;  6-8:30 
p.m.;  snack  supper,  5:30  p.m.;  4 
years  to  6th  grade. 

Escatawpa,  Escatawpa:  June 
26-30,  9  a.m.-noon;  5  year  olds 
through  6th  grade;  Greg 
Johnston,  pastor. 

MtgimiiaiBnHiiciif. 

invites  your  irnlication  of  interest  to: 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARN  UP  TO:  io% 

These  bond*  may  be  placed  in  a  wif-dincM  IRA.  j 
Transfers  end  rollovers  eccepted,  in  meet  cases. 

Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neitfier  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solidtatian  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  propectus  only. 

twfnMinwcMr. 

5406-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  7W09 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  complefe  inferrrvation  about  bond  hsues. 
obtain  a  prospectus  whkh  describes  all  of  the 
particulars  of  the  undettaking.  Read  it  carefully 
before  you  invest  or  send  money.  All  bonds  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subfect  to  availability. 


Martia  Nortbem  mfM<M007 

PO  Btn  laas  S0141M100 

Beaton,  AR  79018-1301  Pai  501-318-S110 

Please  send  me  inforrrration  on  the  First 
Mortals  Church  Oonds  currsntly  being  offered  by 
Great  Nation  Investment  Corp. 


The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  (MBC) 

Committee  on  Nominations  is 
now  receiving  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  individuals  to  serve 
on  the  boards  and  commis¬ 
sions  of  the  convention.  A  lim¬ 
ited  number  of  vacancies  will 
be  filled  on: 

•  Board  of  Ministerial  Ed. 

•  Christian  Action  Comm. 

•  Education  Commission 

•  Historical  Commission 


Moselle  Memorial,  Moselle: 
June  5-9;  6:30-9  p.m.;  4  year 
olds  through  youth. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE;  60  cents  per  word,  $6  minimum. 
Cash  Miith  cxder  except  on  contract  adver- 
tisirTg.  indude  name,  address,  zip  code,  and 
phone  number  in  wQid  count  No  MM 
ads.  ONLY  WRirrm  AOS  ACOriHI. 

BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  -  sleeps  six. 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  free  or  5  nights,  2  free. 
Free  coffee,  tea,  arxl  cocoa.  $100.00 
daily.  Register  for  free  return  trip.  Call 
early  for  reservations  662-746-4632. 
CUSTOM  STAINED  CLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6 
to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601) 

948-3391.  Since  1965. _ 

ATTENTION;  commined  couples  to  work 
full-time  with  'at-risk'  children  in  residen¬ 
tial  setting.  Opportunities  throughout 
Alabama.  Minimum  HS  diploma. 
Benefits  include  BC/B5  PMD,  TDA,  life 
insurance,  sick  leave,  vacation,  living 
expenses.  Call  1  -800-548-4256  or  write  to 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used. 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained 
glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1  -800-830-0583. 
PRICE  HARRIS  -  MUSIC  EVANGE¬ 
LIST  Open  dates  for  2000;  June  18; 
July  23,  30;  Aug.  13;  Sept.  24;  Nov. 
26;  Dec.  17,  24.  Call  318-687-0384 
or  318-347-4370.  Web  page; 
www.dcw.net/phea  E-mail; 

Phea2@aol.com. 


•  Bapt.  Children's  Village 

•  Baptist  Health  Systems, 

Inc.  Oackson) 

•  Baptist  Memorial  Health 
Care  Systems,Inc.  (Memphis) 

•  Blue  Mountain  College 

•  Mississippi  College 

.  •  William  Carey  College 

•  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 

The  Committee  on 
Nominations  will  work  with 
the  heads  of  the  institutions 
and  agencies  to  compile  a  list 
of  nominees  to  be  considered 
by  messengers  to  the  2000 


annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Oct.  31-Nov.  1  in  Jackson. 

Nomination  forms  can  be 
obtainefd  from  the  office  of  the 
executive  director-treasurer, 
Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  Board,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3201  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  201.  E-mail: 
bbox@  mbcb.org. 

Nominations  must  be 
received  at  the  above  post 
office  address  by  July  1. 


Look  at  the 
big  picture. 

A  Baptist,  we're  committed  to 


SERVICE  ACADEMIES  INFO 


Editor; 

The  Baptist  Student  Union  at 
the  U.S.  Air  Force  Academy 
would  like  to  contact  the  men 
and  women  reporting  to  the 
Academy  June  28-29. 

Please  contact  me  at  550  West 
Woodmen  Road,  Colorado 
Springs,  CO  80919;  (719)  599- 
90W;  email:  leedgieg-#aol.com. 

Also,  for  anyone  attending 
West  Point,  the  Naval  Academy 
or  Coast  Guard  Academy,  simi¬ 
lar  ministries  are  provided.  At 
West  Point  contact  Bill  Blackwell, 
11  Oak  Street,  Comwall-On- 
Hudson,  NY  12518;  (914)  534- 
3944  or  (914)  938-4692;  email: 
yb8731@sunams.usma.^u.  At 
the  Naval  Academy  contact  Kirk 
Ritchey,  210  Hanover  Street, 
Annapolis,  MD  21410;  (410)  263- 
0963;  email:  ritchey^adn.na- 
vy.mil.  At  Coast  Guara  Academy 
contact  Thom  Thornton,  533 
Montauk  Avenue,  New  London, 
CT  06320;  email:  tathom- 
ton@eiol.com. 

Dwain  Gregory 
Director  of  USAFA  Baptist 
Collegiate  Ministries 
Colorado  Springs,  CO 


other  slacks  and  sport  shirts. 

He  is  right  about  one  thing. 
AH  drurches  should  be  loving 
and  accepting.  Unfortunately, 
that's  not  so.  Rare  is  the  church  m 
Miss,  that  will  accept  a  man  if  he 
is  different  in  color  or  dress. 

Often  1  travel  on  Sunday  and 
will  stop  by  a  local  church  to 
attend  services.  I  have  no  ecir 
rings,  or  tattoos,  or  long  hair, 
just  twenty-one  years  in  the  pas¬ 
toral  mimstry  and  ten  in  evem- 
gelism.  I  hold  B.S.,  MDiv.  «md 
DMin.  degrees.  Yet  I  will  often 
be  greeted  with  suspicion  and 
distrust  and  even  a  little  fear. 

The  fact  is  we  live  in  a  reli¬ 
gious  bubble  that  most  of  the 
world  knows  little  of  and  could 
really  care  less  about.  The  fact 
is  if  we  don't  get  out  of  our 
bubble  and  into  tneirs,  they  will 
die  and  go  to  hell. 

Rod  Smith 

Laurel 


REGRETS  NAME  ACTION 


GET  OUT  OF  BUBBLE 


Editor: 

I  appreciated  your  recent 
article  on  ministry  to  bikers. 
After  several  years  of  not  rid¬ 
ing,  I  bought  a  new  bike  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  years  ago  and  joined  the 
Christian  Motorcyclists  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

The  letter  by  Mr.  Forfer  was  a 
little  confusing  to  me.  He 
seemed  to  imply  that  it  is  all 
right  to  win  a  biKer  to  Christ  as 
long  as  he  "cleans  up"  and 
ioo&  like  the  rest  of  us.  A  poor 
biker  will  have  a  problem  in  our 
church!  In  one  service  the  men 
wear  coats  £ind  ties  and  in  the 


Editor:  ' 

I  read  with  regret  in  the  May 
18th  edition  that  the  Norm 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  refuses  to  approve 
either  missionaries  or  chaplains 
who  have  been  divorced, 
regardless  of  the  grounds. 

Divorce  is  not  God's  perfect 
will  for  a  person's  life,  but  nei¬ 
ther  is  it  tne  unpardonable  sin. 
Presumably,  NAMB's  restric¬ 
tions  would  not  apply  to  some- 
'  aci  a 


one  who  once  hac 


w 


GREAT  fA55ION  TLAY-  2000 

"nic  stofy  (or  our  time,  "pic  story  (or  all  time. 
"Pliere’s  never  been  a  better  time. 
America’s#  I  attended  outdoor  drama 
combines  a  cast  of  hundreds,  exotic  animals 
and  statc-of-tbe-art  sound  for  an 
awe-inspring  experience  you’ll  never  (ofget 

^urelca  Springs,  Arl^ansas 

April  28  -  October  25 
'  i-577-«77-«7'^ 

www.grcatpasstooplay.cofK 


June  1, 2000 


more  important  than  that  —  the 
NAMB  avoiding  controversy? 

1  Cor.  7:27-28  says  that  if  a 
divorced  person  remarries,  he 
has  not  sinned.  Jesus  himself 
made  room  for  exceptions  to 
the  "no  remarriage'^  rule  in 
Matt.  19:11-12.  Apparently, 
NAMB  has  higher  standards 
than  Paul  or  Tesus. 

A  call  to  the  ministry  or  the 
mission  field  is  something  that 
is  between  a  man  and  his  Gcxl. 
Only  he  knows  whether  he  has 
been  called  to  that  kind  of  ser¬ 
vice  or  not.  If  he  has  been,  then 
no  one  should  tell  him  that  he 
cannot  answer  that  call. 

J.  C.  Brady,  pastor 
Shiloh  Church,  Port  Gibson 


LOOKING  FOR  PROJECT? 


drinking 
problem,  were  sexually  loose  in 
their  youtK  or  had  omer  prob¬ 
lems  in  the  past.  Ordy  divorce 
cannot  be  for^ven,  apparently. 

I  have  known  some  geiod 
men  of  God  who  were  divorced 
and,  yes,  remarried.  Many  souls 
will  be  in  heaven  someday 
because  these  men  were  not  for¬ 
bidden  a  chance  to  use  their 
gifts  in  the  ministry,  and  what  is 


CROSSWALK  UPDATE 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


versity  campuses;  and  walked 
close  to  200  actual  miles. 

I  want  to  encourage  our 
churches  and  pastors  to  strike 
while  the  iron  is  hot.  Move 
today  on  emy  witriess  opportu¬ 
nity  that  the  Spirit  gives  you,  for 
the  peOTle  are  hungry  and  opon 
to  the  Gospel  like  never  before. 

Secondly,  I  would  like  to  ask 
pastors  to  consider  having  me 
come  and  sp>eak  for  a  Sunday  to 
their  churches  about  the 
Crosswalk  and  what  God  is 
doing  around  the  state.  Many 
have  cmd  God  is  moving  in 
those  services.  Chuck  Herring, 
my  pastor,  will  gladly  reference 
any  inquiries  concerning  me. 
They  can  reach  me  at  (60lj  936- 
429/  or  email  at 
BusterWilsonEvangelism.com. 
God  help  us  reach  the  world 


Editor: 

Is  summer  here  already  and 
your  churdi  is  still  looking  for  a 
mission  project?  The 
Appalachian  Regional  Ministty 
(ARM)  has  scores  of  projects  still 
available.  Projects  include  a  wide 
variety  of  neMs  —  from  church 
plantii^  activities  to  Backyard 
Bible  Clubs  to  spirts  camp>s  to 
medical  missions  to  evangelistic 
revivals  and  much  more. 

To  inquire  about  possible 
projects  or  to  request  a  project 
directory,  contact  Terrie 
Hannah  at  the  ARM,  One 
Mission  Way,  Scott  Dep>ot,  West 
Virginia  255^;  or  call  (304)  757- 
0944;  or  email:  terrie- 
hanncih@compuserve.com. 

ARM  is  a  consortium  of  11 
state  conventions  seeking  to 
provide  an  intentional  missions 
response  te  the  spiritual  and 
physical  needs  of  the 
Appalachian  region. 

fere  Phillip>s,  exec,  director 
W.V.  Conv.  of  Southern  Baptist 
Scott  Dep)ot,  WV 


(jod  help  us  reacn  tne  woria 
with  the  Gosp>el  hy  the  end  of 
this  year  (a  main  Q2000  goal)! 


Buster  Wilson 
Richland 


TAKE  LEAD  ON  FLAG 


Editor: 

I  am  a  full-time  vocational 
evangelist,  a  member  of  the 
First  Church,  Richland,  and  a 
member  of  the  Conference  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelist 
(COMBE).  Since  January,  I  nave 
been  carrying  a  12-foot  wooden 
cross  around  the  state  to  share 
the  love  of  God  and  help  pro¬ 
mote  the  mission  of  Celebrate 
Jesus  2000  —  not  only  as  an 
ambassador  of  our  Lord  but 
also  of  our  2000  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches.  I  have  now 
carried  the  Cross  in  20  towns 
and  cities;  seen  many  decisions 
for  Christ;  witnessed  with  the 
Cross  on  seven  college  and  uni- 


Editor: 

I  write  to  invite  my  fellow 
Baptists  to  consider  a  Gospjel 
reason  why  our  state  flag  ne^s 
to  be  changed.  I  know  that 
Jesus  never  mentioned  the  flag, 
and  I  certainly  don't  believe 
that  we  shoula  assign  a  "Jesus 
p)ersp)ective"  to  every  issue  we 
face,  but  when  I  pwnder  this 
particular  matter  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  Gospel  has  a  clear 
word  for  us  about  doing  the 
right  thing  for  the  right  reason. 

The  fact  is,  many  of  our  sisters 
cind  brothers  in  Mississippi  are 
sincerely  offended  by  the  sight  of 
a  flag  that  includes  an  image 
reminiscent  of  a  dark  chapter  of 
oppression  and  injustice. 
Alongside  that  fact,  pxinder  diese 
wor^  from  Philippians:  "Let 
each  of  you  look  not  to  your  own 
interests,  but  to  the  interests  of 
others.  Let  the  same  mind  be  in 
you  that  was  in  Christ  Jesus."  In 
that  spirit,  not  because  of  politics 
or  sociology,  not  because  of  con¬ 
servatism  or  liberalism,  but  just 
to  be  true  to  the  spirit  of  our 
Lord,  it  would  be  a  great  witness 
to  the  world  if  many  of  the 
Baptists  of  Mississippi  could 
lend  their  voices  to  the  chorus 
calling  for  the  flag  to  be  changed. 

We  Baptists  brought  up  the 
rear  too  often  in  too  many  places 
in  the  South  of  the  sixties. 
Perhaps  we  could  redeem  a  little 
of  our  Baptist  heritage  by  leading 
the  way  on  a  symbolic  change 
that  would  offer  a  real  witness  to 
Mississippi  and  the  world. 

Charles  E.  Poole 

Jackson 


Church  Buses 


#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


Southeastern  Bus  Co. 
Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  irKlude 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opirr- 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stain^  glass,  carpel, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theater  seals. 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


The  Baptist  Record 


Family  Bible  Series 


Characteristics  of  Believers'  Confidence 

Philippians  1:12-30 


:ood?  That  is  the 
hat  Paul  is  sharing  with 

)er  the  joy  his  Christian  friends  in  Wc 
jceived  mat  Philippi.  He  wants 
lat  letter  of  them  to  know  that  his  imprison- 
\ich  meant  ment  by  the  Romans  has  not  hin- 
>istle  to  the  dered  me  preadiing  of  the  gospel 
loth.  Paul  but  has,  in  fact,  increased  it.  Paul 
expr^^  his  gratitude  to  the  declares  that  his  bondage  is  not  to 
Philippian  church  as  well  as  his  Rome  but  Chnst:  "My  chains  are 
great  joy  in  Christ.  in  Christ."  (v  13  NKJ)  As  result  of 

As  a  result  of  his  boldness  in  the  physical  bondage,  Paul  has  a 
the  gospel,  Paul  encountered  captive  audience  of  Roman 
various  persecutions,  including  guards  to  whom  he  is  continu- 
imprisonment.  This  epistle  was  ously  sharing  the  gospel, 
written  during  his  imprison-  Paul's  example  from  prison 
ment  in  Rome.  has  given  greater  confidence  to 

Benefit  from  the  past  (w.  12-  other  Christians  who  are  now 
14).  Have  you  ever  realized  that  boldly  proclaiming  the  gospel, 
some  of  the  difficulties  in  your  What  was  meant  to  be  persecu- 
life  have  worked  out  for  the  tion  for  Paul  has  developed  into 


By  Juanita  West 


Life  and  Work 

World  view?  Everybody  has  one 

Ps.  1:1-6;  Prov.  14:12;  Is.  55:8-9;  Matt.  7:24-27 

By  Matt  Loving  Life  can  only  hi 


revealed  in  this  passage  The  human  way  (Ps.  1:4-6).  deliberately  evaluate  their 
P  through  Isaiah  tnat  his  In  this  section,  the  psalmist  worldview  so  that  God  can 

thoughts  and  ways  are  explains  that  those  people  who  truly  be  daily  honored  in  their 

t-  higher  than  those  of  peo-  fouow  their  own  way  are  isolat-  life.  We  must  choose  God  and 

L  pie.  This  reveals  the  dif-  ed  from  God,  are  unstable,  and  his  ways,  commit  to  him,  and 

ference  between  God  and  will  perish  from  God's  wrath,  continue  in  them. 

HI  humanity.  God's  way  is  Everything  was  created  by  God  Alvin  Reid  gave  four  sug- 

superior  and  qualitatively  and  for  God;  therefore  when  his  gestions  toward  having  the 

different  from  human  creation  chooses  another  way  kind  of  worldview  God  plans 

Loving  ways.  All  human  philoso-  they  cannot  become  what  they  for  us  to  have:  "1.  Live  by  prin- 

phies  and  cultures,  how-  were  intended  to  be.  Human  ciple,  not  by  feelings.  Our  char- 
man-  ever  widely  they  vary  in  time  opinions,  values,  and  under-  acter  must  grow  out  of  convic- 
es  to  or  geography,  fall  short  of  standings  developed  in  isolation  tions  hammered  on  the  ^vil  of 
and  Goa  s  way  of  seeing  things.  from  God  will  not  bring  true  sat-  the  Word  of  God.  2.  Listen  to 

slical  God's  way  (Ps.  1:1-3).  The  isfaction  and  will  not  last.  God,  not  to  popular  opinion, 

their  rjsalmist  declares  in  these  verses  The  importance  of  choosing  What  really  matters  is  what 
from  a  blessing  cm  the  person  who  God's  way  (Prov.  14:12,  Matt.  (3od  says.  3.  Prioritize  sacrifice 
as  is  delights  m  (3<xl  and  his  way  7:24-27).  These  passages  plainly  rather  than  comfort.  Our  cul- 
will  rather  than  in  the  path  of  sinners,  reveal  the  prinaple  that  no  mat-  hire  tends  to  emphasize  the 
Bible  The  description  of  a  path  enables  ter  the  way  of  life  we  are  living  path  of  least  resistance  as  the 
rtion,  us  to  understand  that  we  order  and  how  right  it  might  seem,  if  rule,  not  the  exception.  4. 

and  our  lives  according  to  one  of  it  is  not  Goof's  way,  it  will  end  in  Consider  the  long-term  conse- 
ng  a  these  ways.  The  person  who  destruction.  The  one  who  quence  of  your  decisions.  We 
omes  seeks  daily  guidance  from  (3cxl  chcxises  to  build  their  life  on  must  keep  our  eyes  on  the  long 
iding  will  grow  and  flourish  the  way  God  and  his  standards  builds  haul  of  ministry."  (Introduction 
nani-  that  Gcxi  intended.  Everything  upon  a  solid  and  eternal  foun-  to  Evangelism,  pg.  114-115). 
ed  to  we  need  is  found  when  we  dation.  This  principle  reveals  Loving  is  minister  of  youth  at 
believe  in  the  Lord,  meaning  we  the  seriousness  of  how  now  we  Oak  Hill  Church,  Poplarville. 


Explore  the  Bible 

The  Glorified  Christ 

Revelation  1:1, 10-20 
By  Tommy  Bufkin _ 


The  most  important  part  of 
worship  is  fast  being  lost. 
Worship  is  coming  before  God 
in  reverential  fear  and  a  sense 
of  unworthiness,  fflving  to  the 
resurrected  Lord  ml  honor  and 
glory.  Worship  has  been 
remade  for  man  instead  of 
being  reserved  for  (jod.  The 
book  of  Revelation  is  about 
worship.  It  is  out  of  worship 
that  the  sincere  desire  to  honor 
our  Lord,  to  obey  him  and  to 
serve  him  arises. 

Revelation  of  Truth  (1:1). 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  source  of  all 
truth.  The  word  "revelation," 
whicdi  in  the  Greek  is  apcxa- 
lypse,  means  a  "revealing"  or 
'^^uncovering."  Apocalyptic 


came  to  be  the  name 
given  to  a  literary 

style  used  frequentw  _  _ 

in  the  first  century.  The  Bufkin 
Book  of  Revelation  is 
an  actual  vision  not  simply  a 
message  in  apCKalyptic  style.  It 
is  the  truth  reveals  to  the  ser¬ 
vants  of  Christ.  This  revealing 
is  through  the  agency  of  Christ. 
This  revealing  came  to  John  by 
an  angel,  a  heavenly  messen¬ 
ger.  The  Lord  Jesus  Cnrist  is  the 
truth  revealed. 

"Which  must  soon  take 
place"  expresses  an  urgency 
tor  the  divine  plan  to  take 
place.  It  can  indicate  what  is 
about  to  happen,  what  will 
soon  begin,  or  what  will  take 
place  <^ckly  once  the  events 
Degin.  Christ  doesn't  want  his 


servants  to  be  in  the 
dark  about  what  is  to 
come.  They  would  be 
^le  to  face  the  future 
with  confidence. 

Blessing  of  Worship 
(1:10-11).  John  was  a 

Prisoner  on  the  island  of 
atmos.  Even  though  his 
physical  body  was  cap¬ 
tive,  he  was  free  to  com¬ 
mune  with  CSod.  Open  to 
the  leadership  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  he  was  prepared  to 
receive  a  word  from  the  Lord. 

The  Lord  has  all  authority. 
He  commissions  John  to  write 
of  his  visions  to  seven  church¬ 
es.  All  of  these  are  from  the 
same  general  area.  They  may 
have  Deen  chosen  because 
they  were  centers  of  postal 
distribution  and  could  be 
reached  in  sequential  order.  It 
may  be,  as  others  have  said, 
that  they  were  representative 
of  all  churches. 

Christ  was  able  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  John  because  he  was 


in  an  attitude  of  worship  and 
open  to  the  Spirit.  True  worship 
gets  (jod's  people  in  a  place 
where  they  can  hear  himi 

Vision  of  Christ  (1:12-18). 
"Son  of  man"  is  a  term  found  in 
Daniel  7:13.  It  was  the  term 
most  used  by  Jesus  of  himself. 
It  certainly  means  that  John 
saw  a  man  but  perhaps  already 
identified  as  the  risen  Lord. 

The  whiteness  on  his  head 
and  hair  suggest  the  fact  of  his 
purity.  Eyes  of  fire  indicate  his 
power  to  see  and  understand. 
His  eyes  penetrate  into  the 
thougnts  of  men.  Feet  of  brass 
probably  symbolize  strength, 
the  power  to  crush  all  opposi¬ 
tion.  His  voice  is  one  of 
power.  His  right  hand  of 
power  holds  and  protects  the 
churches.  The  sword  from  his 
mouth  represents  the  power 
of  the  word  of  God  to  pene¬ 
trate  and  defend.  His  face 
shines  with  the  glory  of  Ck>d. 

This  beautifin  image  pre¬ 
sents  the  majesty  and  power 


of  the  risen  Christ.  John  does 
the  only  appropriate  thing.  He 
falls  at  the  feet  of  his  Lord  in 
worship,  aware  of  Christ's 
worthiness  and  his  unworthi¬ 
ness.  As  the  power  and 
authority  of  Christ  is  clearly 
seen,  his  servants  find  confi¬ 
dence  and  strength. 

Call  to  Service  (1:19-20). 
With  John  in  the  place  of  true 
worship,  the  Lord  gives  him  a 
job  to  do.  He  is  to  write  three 
things:  what  he  sees,  things  as 
they  are,  and  things  that  will 
take  place  in  the  future. 

Christ  identifies  the  seven 
stars  as  the  "a^els"  of  the 
seven  churches.  Tne  word  can 
be  "messenger"  when  used  of 
men  and  could  be  the  pastors  of 
the  churches. 

When  Christ  is  truly  seen  in 
worship,  it  brings  his  people  to 
the  place  where  they  can  be 
used  as  cm  instrument  of  his 
grace. 

Bufkin  is  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion 
Church,  Rankin  Association. 


Mr.  A  Mn.  BUly  B.  Rawb 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Speights 
Mrs.  Ted  (JcaMtIel  LcCrca,  Sr. 
Mn.  Lym  G.  Hardage 
Ms.  Helen  A.  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ken  W.  Stalham 
Mrs.  Lilian  Dean  Leftsrkh 
Mn.  Anita  C.  Crigler 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Legg 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bobby  L.  Kiri 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ralph  L.  Canoll 
David  Nathan  Lcgge 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ray  Legge 
Mrs.  Linda  Kidd  Lindsey 
EPHFIC  Woman’s  Club 
Mr.  Jamie  A.  Cuming  HI 
Ms.  Rachel  C.  Tate 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Carlton  W. 
Edmondson 
Ms.  Margaret  Pre.scott 
Mr.  A  Mn.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Terry  Champion 
Mrs.  Kathleen  Linn 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hilbert  Shien 
Dick  Livingston 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Floyd  E.  Coil 
Laura  Christine  Lockhart 
Peach  Creek  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Roena  Logan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  A.  Gulledge 
Marshall  Marble 
Mr.  A  Mn.  R.  W'  Baskin 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Raymond  L.  Craig  Jr. 
Mrs.  Mildred  Gray  Marchetti 
Miss  Jean  Graves 
Emily  A  Lauren  Marshall 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Garvin  Knight 
Mr.  J.  P.  Martin,  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mn.  George  F.  Sigrest 
Mr.  Rupert  Francis  Martin 
MS  Livestock  Producen 
Association 

The  Ned  Robiason  Family 
Mr.  Jim  Robinson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Danny  Campbell 
Arm  Sneed  Harms 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Earl  R.  Martin 
Russell  A  Ruby  Sneed 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Waymon  Tigrett 
Ms.  Sue  M.  Humphries 
Lucille  and  Nathan  Patrick 
Mary  Frances  and  Billy  Paimell 
Gayla  and  Michael  Perry 
Stephanie  and  Brett  Keller 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Todd  Saveli 
Georgia  Clare  Mason 
Mr.  A  Mn.  George  L.  Mason 
Francis  Mathias 
Rev.  A  Mn.  Roger  W.  Alewine 
Mr.  Pat  McCain 
Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  R.  Newman  III 
Florene  McCuUar 
Mn.  Winfred  Cook  Jr. 

Doris  McDade 
Mr.  A  Mn.  B.  B.  Harry  Jr. 
Mrs.  Lena  McDaniel 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ahon  L.  Fields 
Mr.  Dannie  O'Neil  McDonald 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  L.  Parker 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bob  Allman 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Charley  McCool 
Rosa  McDougal 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  D.  Lynch 
Mrs.  Elleae  McGIU 
Thirteenth  Avenue  Pharmacy  A 
Staff 

Zachary  Lee  McGlockHn 
Mr.  A  Mn.  A.  D.  Robertson 
Frank  McKlemnrray 
Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Maude  Barney  SSC.  Galilee 
BC-GkK 

Mrs.  Lara  McLemore 
Ms.  Julia  Mullins 
KJCMW  nvCLiCBOfv 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Gene  MulUns 
Jaases  (Bnddy)  McLendon 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ragan  Wallen 
John  McMkhael 
Mrs.  Nettie  C.  Harris 
A.X  Merritt,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  D.  Elward 
BayMeU 

Mr.  A  Mn.  James  T.  Ballad 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hilbert  Shien 


Hubert  Edward  Green 
Mr.  A  Mn.  R.  H.  Bell  Jr. 

Roger  Gregory 
Fidelis  SSC,  Morrison 
Heights  BC 
Catherine  Gressett 
Harreld  ChevOlds  Co. 
Employees 
Mrs.  Elva  Griffin 
Arlington  Heights  BC-  Adult 
Choir 

Arlington  Heights  Baptist 
Church 

William  Guise 
Mahelle  Shipton  Hays 
Mr.  Boot  Gunn 
Mr.  A  Mn.  David  Denson 
Mr.  Ben  Haguewood 
Mn.  Chaiiine  White 
Mrs.  Brenda  C.  Hailey 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Thelma  Albrigbl  Hall 
Mn.  Juanita  F.  Leake 
Mrs.  Ollie  L.  Hancock 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Herbie  Kirk 
Mr.  H.  S.  Handwerker 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Gerald  Hannah 
Bobby  A  Andi  Adams 
Mrs.  Beatrice  Harden 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ellis  O.  Cummins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  S.  Harper 
Mn.  Tom  Rice 
Robert  W.  Harris 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  Robert  GrifTm 
Carr  Haskins 
Mr.  C.  Kirk  Haskins 
Joe  D.  Henderson 
Mr.  and  Mn.  Theron  Poole 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ike  C.  Presley  A 
Family 

Mr.  Dwight  O.  Hickman,  Sr. 
Mn.  Lucille  H.  Harris 
Mn.  Hazel  (Young)  Round 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Kenneth  W.  Statham 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Charles  E.  Chaney 
Mrs.  Cathy  Cox  Hill 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Truman  Aldridge 
James  C.  Holden 
Ms.  Katie  Holden 
Cynthia  A  Earl  Spellman 
Mrs.  Sue  Holder 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bobby  Gory 
Henry  W.  HolHield 
Mr.  H.  D.  Mulholland 
Mr.  Sam  Horne 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ellis  O.  Cummins 
Mavis  Hudson 
Mn.  Juanita  W.  Brooks 
Mrs.  Thelma  Huff 
Ms.  Martha  N.  Wall 
Hal  Hughes 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Perry  Sprabeny 
Lamar  Hurst 
Mn.  W.  S.  Hammond 
Iona  Hutchins 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Howard  Bridges 
Mr.  Oscar  Hutson 
Shuqualak  Baptist  (Thuich 
Gabriel  Quinn  Ishee.  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jim  W.  Apperson 
Mrs.  Margaret  Jackson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Alton  L.  Fields 
Mn.  Rupeit  Martin 
Mrs.  Julia  H.  Jeffiries 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  Sullivan 
Mrs.  Emma  Johnson 
Mn.  Myrtle  Goolsby 
Hoyle  Ray  Jones 
Mn.  Betty  Lou  Carpenter 
Mrs.  Lavenia  McRee  Jones 
Mn.  Anna  Louise  Campbell 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Steve  Kennedy 
Mary  Lou  Kendrick 
Ms.  Frances  O.  Banks 
Robert  ‘'Bob”  E.  Kfwnington,  H 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Archie  C.  Leggen 
Graeber  Biothen  liK. 

Mkah  Serge  Laberge 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Serge  Lkberge 


Geneva  P.  Conlae 

Mn.  Mary  E.  Clark 
Mrs.  Helea  Connerly 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Waller  B.  Moote 
Joe  Coviagtoo 
Mr.  A  Mn.  S.  S.  Crocker 
Brent  Crider 
Max  and  Mary  Ball 
Brother  of  Mrs.  Geraldine  Crig 
Baptist  Ladies  SSC.  FBC-Sledge 
Leo  Crook 
Graeber  Brothen  Inc. 

Homa  Dabbs 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Thomas  R. 
Woodward 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Dabbs 
David  A  Jane  Boyd 
.Mr.  William  Dearman 
Mr.  and  Mn.  Charles  Dew 
Mr.  Cooper  Deloach 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Allen  W.  Clark  II 
BarfcsteU  D.  Denley 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Rufus  Childs 
Mr.  James  Dolcr 
Mr.  A  Mn.  George  R.  Faulk 
Mrs.  Elaine  Dotson 
Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Mr.  Eugene  M.  Doyle,  Jr. 

Mn.  Tom  Rice 
Ms.  Marie  C.  Maxey 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Terry  Champion 
Jack  Drennan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Max  D.  Ball 
Taylor  McKenzie  DuBard 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Steve  Shurden 
Artonis  Duncan 
John  Blake 
Terri  L.  Blake 
Mrs.  Christine  Dunn 
Mr.  Leslie  Wilkins 
Mae  Easterling 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Danny  Young 
Mr.  Herbert  Engish 
Mr.  Ed  L.  Smith 
Mr.  Leon  Englemaiin 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  W.  King 
Mr.  A.  B.  Evans,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  S.  Beason 
Mn.  Nell  D.  Fenoglio 
Mr.  A  Mn.  David  Denson 
D.  D.  Farmer,  Sr. 

Dale  A  Cheryl  Farmer 
Mr.  Robert  B.  Farris 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Carbon  W. 
Edmondson 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Terry  Champion 
Mr.  Rorierick  Felder 
Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  B.  Badon 
Mrs.  Mildred  Felts 
Ms.  JaiK  M.  Goodson 
Obie  Bdl  Ferguson 
Donald  Crowe 
Glenn  E  Crowe 
Mrs.  Stella  Fioranelli 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Terry  D.  Russell 
Richard  Dwayne  Fleming 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Archie  D.  Fleming 
Mrs.  Naomi  Ford 
Judy  A  Dave  Lacy 
Mrs.  Dorothy  (Douglas) 
Fortenberry 

Mr.  A  Mn.  James  D.  Allen 
Mn.  Mary  B.  Seale 
Mrs.  Charlie  Fortner 
Alice  A  Harvey  Davis 
Kim  A  Jeff  Howie 
Mrs.  Jimmie  Foshce 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Terry  Champion 
Nelsoa  Freeman 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Spien 
Mrs.  Mary  Galyean 
Mn.  Betty  Lou  Carpenter 
Jack  Gary,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  George  R.  Faulk 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Pttry  Spraybetry 
Mrs.  Doris  Gibaon 
Mn.  Adelaide  R.  Powell 
PauHac  GRwoa 
Mn.  Rosa  B.  Wade 
Howard  GiO,  Jr. 

Mn.  Melba  W.  Shadrach 
Mrs.  Natalie  Goodman 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Clifton  Potter 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ike  C.  Presley 


Mrs.  PaaHne  M.  Briacoe 

Ms.  Katherine  W.  Melton 
Grace  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  D.  Lynch 
Jack  Brown 
Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Erline  (Granny)  Brown 
Mist  Connie  Jackson 
Lamar.  Katie  A  Carrie 
Kimbrough 
Mrs.  Lois  M.  Brown 
Ms.  Frances  S.  Kemp 
Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Brown 
Mn.  Ray  A.  Whelan  Jr. 

Mrs.  S.  N.  Brown 
Mn.  Frances  A.  Hart 
Dr.  Clyde  C.  Bryan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  B.  R.  Taylor 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Roger  B.  Johnson 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Hal  Buchanan 
Dr.  A  Mn.  John  W.  McFadden 
Mrs.  Mabel  Mae  Burd 
Ms.  Margaret  Prescon 
Mr.  A  Mn.  E  L.  Bennett  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Leroy  Thomas 
Mary  Louise  Burges 
Ms.  Jean  M.  Kirk 
Vernon  Burks 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Gene  Mullins 
Mrs.  Barbara  Butter 
Virginia  Taylor’s  Children 
(Becky.  Peggy  A  Pal) 

D.  B.  Byrd 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Hilben  Shien 
Mr.  Jimmy  Byrd  (Son  of  Mr.  St 
Mrs.  Tom  EIHs) 

Bob  A  Jean  Taylor 
Mrs.  Bessie  Byrd 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ragan  Wallen 
Mr.  Smith  Cade 
Senior  Adult  SSC.  Unity  BC- 
Wesl 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Joe  D.  Alexander 
Mrs.  Puzz  Cade 
Senior  Aduh  SSC.  Unity  BC- 
West 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Joe  D.  Alexander 
Mr.  Roy  CampbeU,  Jr. 

Cindy  H  Shackleford(Merrill 
Lynch) 

Daa  Card 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Garvin  Knight 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  L.  Carr,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Albert  Carr 
Rev.  J.  C.  Carr 
Mn.  Helen  Gelston  Cade 
Thdnu  Carter 
Ms.  Eigie  Wilks  Chatham 
Mrs.  Darlene  Causey 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Eric  C.  Clark 
John  Chamberlin 
Eloise  Crossley  SSC.  FBC- 
Columbus 

Patricia  Ann  Champion 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Fred  D. 
Nonwoithy 

Mrs.  Diccie  L.  Chesnut 
Ms.  Jane  M.  Goodson 
Herman  Clark 
Ms.  Dorothy  Clark 
Mrs.  Helen  Clark 
Mr.  Lee  I.  While  II 
CecUCUypool 
Valley  Park  Baptist  CTiurch 
Jack  A  Edith  Davidson 
Jerry  Graham  Family 
Sanford  Holliday  Family 
Mn.  Addie  M.  Holloway 
Qifton  Porter  Family 
Grace  Porter 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Hilbert  Shien 
Mr.  W.  Andc  Cleveland 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  E  Lee 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Rex  Wamick 
Mn.  Dorothy  Whitten 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  F.  Smith 
Radio  Flyer.  Inc. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Harold  Carleton 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Scon  Cassel 
Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  S.  Cassel 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Larry  Driskell 
Mn.  Betty  Hopkins 
Mrs.  Cadi  Evans 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Wayne  Davy 
Aduh  m.  Men  n  SSC-FBC 
Union 

Employees  of  TVi-C  Wood 
Products 

Florida  Plywoods.  Inc.  of 
Greenville.  FL 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  Gardner 
Mn.  Jessie  W.  Lewis 
Mrs.  MyiUe  Coats 
Herman.  Sheron.  Christopher 
Coatt 

Mrs.  Iva  Cobb 
Mr.  A  Mn.  C.  M.  MHchell 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Steve  Shurden 


Jonathan  Tingle 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Jerry  Vardaman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lamar  Ttwmeil 
Mn.  Louise  O.  Williams 
Mildred  Dimer 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Max  D.  Ball 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hayward  Wallers 
McCall  Creek  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  Welch 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Cariton  W. 
Edmondson 
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J.  R.  Adams 
Arlington  Heights  Baptist 
Church 

Arlington  Heights  BC-  Adult 
Choir 

Mrs.  Dfauinc  Shaw  Adams 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Perry  Spraberry 
Mrs.  Peggy  Alford 
Mr.  and  Mn.  Neville  Robinson 
U.  T.  AmmoAs 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  W.  Carter 
Mr.  Nkfc  Attest 
Dr.  A  Mn.  John  W.  McFadden 
Mr.  Hueiett  Ash 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Mike  Daughdrill 
Rosemary  Atwood 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Pauline  Aycock 
Aliene  Ligon  Allen 
Mr.  Thomas  A.  Ligon  Jr. 

Mrs.  Ruby  Ayers 
Joy  Ginn 

Venice  Green  ^ 

Ann  Martin 

Mrs.  Lillian  Bailey  . . 

Leaf  River  BC-Louin 
Miss  Yvonne  Bailey 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  L.  Bradford 
John  Barnett 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  D.  Lynch 
Mrs.  EiBiie  Bates 
Mn.  Beth  G.  Cupstid 
Jeff  Bearden 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Gerald  Taylor 
Mrs.  Ruth  Beaver 
Mn.  Hazel  O.  Watkins 
Mr.  EweU  Bell 
Mn.  Imogene  E  Peim 
Mrs.  Jewel  A.  Berry 
Rev.  A  Mn.  Howard  T. 
Scarborough 
TedBcwIcy 

Steve  A  Allison  C.  King 
Gene  BMwelL  Sr. 

Marie  A  Don  Wall 
Ruth  Bilbo 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Riley  Temple 
Mother  of  Terry  Bishop 
Ms.  Ann  Dowdle 

Doug  Boataer 


Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 
e-mail:  bev  1(2) misnet.com 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaninghil,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

FEBRUARY  Brotlier  of  Mrs.  Frances  Wong 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Leroy  'Thomas 
Audra  Claire  Wooley 
Preschool  Depl.  Immanuel  BC- 
Vicks 

Howard  Wright 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Lloyd 
.Mr.  Tom  Wright 
Mr.  A  Mn.  William  1. 

Peacock  Sr. 

Mrs.  Lela  Young 
Mn.  Cindy  Crain 
Mn.  Nell  D.  Fenoglio  A 
Family 

Ms.  Sue  Hamilton 


William  E.  Volk 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Michael  F. 

Milligan 

Mrs.  Thelraa  H.  Waits 
Ms.  Ann  S.  Danna 
Kenneth  Walker 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tommy  Cook 
Mr.  George  Walker 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Edward  G.  Cole  III 
James  Thomas  Ward 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Roy  Moore 
Mrs.  Audrey  Mae  Warwick 
Mn.  Inez  C.  Hollis 
Jack  Webb 

Mr.  A  Mn.  B.  B.  Hairy  Jr. 
Mrs.  Helen  Webster 
Ms.  M^ie  Noithway 
C.EWdch,Jr. 

Ms.  Annie  M.  Nunnery 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jude  Welch 
The  Brownlees 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robeit  Sullivan 
Mrs.  Mildred  Wells 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Truman  Aldridge 
Mr.  MUtoo  Wesberry 
Mr.  Mike  Daughdrill 
Jamet  Westby-Gibaon 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Donald  E.  Gage 
JaoMS  Z.  Whatley 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Steve  Shurden 
P.  White 

Mn.  Elizabeth  H.  Hamberlin 
Sara  White 
Mn.  Hilda  Cullen 
Tbomas  H.  While 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Sanderson 
Everett  WIgley,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ted  Clark 
Mr.  Gayle  Wilbom 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hiram  Davis  Jr. 
CharHc  WHams,  Jr. 

Concord  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Beulah  P  WiWams 
Mn  W.  S.  Hammond 
Mr.  A  Mn  J.  M.  Batnett 
Mrs.  June  Bowehng 
Mn.  Rosa  M.  Miller 
DeerCieek  BC 
Mr*.  Haaci  Williams 
Mn.  June  Bowering 
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Mrs.  Sarah  Bogan 
Mn.  Mattie  B.  Rynt 
Mrs.  Mary  Jessie  Boland 
Mr.  A  Mn  Robert  A.  Gulledge 
Mrs.  Jcaauc  Bond 
Dr.  A  Mn.  John  W.  McFadden 


Dr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  Anderaoa 
Mr.  A  Mn  Allen  H.  Mapp  Jr. 
Mary  Black  ltdge 
Maiy  SSC.  FBC-Gulfpoii 
Lucky  HodMit  Braofcs 
Sarah  Hodoett  Brooks  P.A. 
Hcrbcn  A  Kathrya  Cooper 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Lamar  Whinery 
Rev.  Grady  CrowcB 
Judy  A  Dave  Lacy 
Robert  H.  Cummiags 
Aunt  NeU.  Uncle  Charlie. 

Aunt  Maiy  A  Uncle  John 
Mrs.  Martha  Earacal 
Eloise  Crossley  SSC.  FBC- 
Columbus 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jeff  FHm 
Di  A  Mn.  John  W.  McFadden 
Hazd  Harrlagtoa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  E  Harringlon 
Violet  Rath  Hovas 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Alan  Hovas 
Carolya  HowcM 
Mn.  Irene  Loftus 
Lottie  Bcrakc  Bailey  Lott 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Alan  Hovas 
Mrs.  Opal  McChmea 
Eloise  Crossley  SSC.  FBC- 
Cohqnbus 
Mcrcditb  Moare 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Jerry  Wudamsn 
FraacasPafl 
Maiy  SSC.  FBC-Gulfjpoit 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  B.  Rawls  A 
Family 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Lester  Haddox 
Mrs.  Gladys  Boaads 
David  A  Jane  Boyd 
Tommy  Boame 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Frank  Bourne 
Mr.  A  Mn.  David  Bowles 
Sibyl  B.  Bowles 
B.  B.  -BoBte-  Bowen  III 
Mn  Wuifted  Cook  Jr. 


Ray  Bell  SSC  Aha  Woods  BC- 
Jackson 

Ms.  Lottie  Boykiu 
Mr.  A  Mn  Riley  Tmiple 
Mrs.  Mirnde  Bnseman 
Ms.  Lyim  Evans  lynes 
Mrs.  ABcc  Regiaa  Bradshaw 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Olho  Hildertaand  Jr. 
Mr.  James  Brady 
Mr.  Wmdell  Webb 
MlMoa  Braaaoa 
Encouragen  SSC.  Highland 
BC-Vicksboig 
Mn.  Helen  W.  Posey 
Mr.  Miltau  Keith  Brsaaon 
Waterways  Experiment  Station 
Mr.  Eric  Breeden 
.Mr.  A  Mn.  Louis  J.  Dugas 
Paul  Brewer 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Randy  Bemanonti 
Clareacc  Briggs 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hetbeit  L.  Bond 


Mr.  A  Mn  Howard  Davenport 
Mn.  Charline  White 
OtisGleBB  Lmuaricr 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ellis  S.  Rich 
Jack  A  Gail  Downey 
Ernest  L.  I  aury 
Mn.  E.  E  Blakemore 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Miller  Bush 
Friendship  SSC,  N 
Greenwood  BC 
Mr.  BUy  Laytaa 
Mr.  and  Mn  diaries  Dew 
Mrs.  Leu  (CaadBe)  Laakc 
Billie  Leake  A  Family 
Mn.  Mildred  H.  Stamps 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Prank  H.  Jones  A 
Family 

Lauderdale  Cly  Baptist 
Association 
Mn.  Cartis  L  Johnson 


Bob  A  June  Stephenson 
Mr.  Lamar  Grrimm 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tniio  Phillips 
Ollie  Mac  Graham 
Mr.  A  Mn.  B.  B.  Harry  Jr. 
LouIk  S.  Grantham 
Mn.  Ceny  McGraw 
Ms.  Katherine  Fridman 
Mn.  Mable  Grantham 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bob  GHIespie 
Sara  Fraaces  Gray 
Fheba  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Warren  C.  Gray 
Mn.  Imogene  E  Penn 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bill  H.  Davis 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Tommy  Marshall 
Ahcrta  MBkr 
Mr.  M.  D.  Whitfield 
Mra.  Gayc  McCmdk  MiBer 
Mn.  Carolyn  Graham 
Mn.  Joyce  Ihle 
Mrs.  JaAaa  MHer 
Mn.  Ralph  E  Namen 
Karen  Loche  Maasr 
Mrs.  Winfred  Cook  It. 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Ike  C.  Presley 
Mrs.  Virginia  Front 
Eloise  Crossley  SSC,  FBC- 
Columbus 


Bobby  G.  Bell  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  T.  Keeton  Jr. 
Mrs.  Dorothy  WHion 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Perry  Sprabeny 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Powell  E  Poe 

Rev.  Cod  MuBoy 

Ms.  May  Y.  Wanack 


For  Tennessee  athletes,  Christ  comes  first 
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PCZ  EPVX  RC  VTNK,  PM 
YBDRMU  PVMT  BPUB 
VTNKZ  CM,  PCZ  BPUB 


ORNKC  BRHMKVW  WTD 


CM  PC  TWWKDRCO  PCZ 
P  MPYDRWRYK  UT  OTZ 
WTD  P  MEKKUMHKVVR- 
CO  MPNTGD. 

KIBKMRPCM  WRNK;UET 
Clue:  N=V 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Versicxi  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
arxl  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Mark  Three:  Twenty-Nine. 


Fulmer  Family 


KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP>-The  day  he 
set  foot  on  the  ereen  grass  of  Neyland 
Stadium  at  the  University  of  Tennessee 
(UT),  Will  Bartholomew  had  a  simple 
prayer  request  —  he  wanted  to  see  ms 
teammates  accept  Jesus  Cluist  as  their 
Lord  and  Savior.  Nearly  two  years  later, 
Bartholomew's  prayer  was  einswered. 

In  February,  Bartholomew,  UT  kicker 
David  Leaverton,  and  several  other  team¬ 
mates  attended  a  retreat  sponsored  by  ^e 
Fellowship  of  Christian  AuUetes  (FCA).  By 
the  end  of  the  weekend,  Cedric  Wilson, 
Eric  Westmorelcmd,  and  Charles  Small  had 
accepted  Christ  and 
three  other  teammates 
recommitted  their  lives 
to  the  Lord. 

For  Bculholomew,  it 
was  a  moment  he  won't 
forget.  "I  had  been  pray¬ 
ing  for  everyone  on  my 
tecim  ever  smce  I  got  to 
campus,"  he  said.  "That's 
why  I  believe  God 
brou^t  me  to  UT,  to  tell 

n>Te  about  Jesus." 

artholomew 
the  only  member  of  the 
UT  football  team  who 
sports  a  desire  to  tell 
others  about  Jesus 
Christ.  From  the  coach¬ 
ing  staff  to  the  players, 
some  observers  nave 
noted  that  revival  has 
broken  out  on  one  of  the 
nation's  most  presti¬ 
gious  football  programs. 

Some  members  of  the 
Volunteers  have  some¬ 
thing  else  in  conunon  — 

Southern  Baptist  ties.  Bartholomew, 
Leaverton,  Tee  Martin,  and  coach  Phil 
Fulmer  are  all  members  of  Baptist  churches. 

Bartholomew's  Southern  Baptist  roots 
are  about  as  strong  as  his  family's  heritage 
at  UT.  The  hard-nosed  fullback's  grandm- 
ther  played  for  the  team  during  the  leg¬ 
endary  1938  and  1939  seasons.  Like  ms 
«cindson,  Sam  Bartholomew  Sr.  played  on 
the  only  other  UT  team  to  go  undefeated. 

On  the  field,  Bcirtholomew  is  known  for 
his  tough,  determined  spirit.  Off  the  field, 
Bartholomew  carries  those  same  qualities 
into  his  walk  with  Christ. 

"Every  morning  1  wake  up  and  surrender 
to  a  higher  authority,"  Bartholomew  said. 
"Nothing  matters  in  this  world  but  Christ." 

Bartholomew  has  served  as  president  of 
UT's  FCA  the  past  two  years.  As  for  the 
future,  he  said  it's  in  God's  hands.  "My  first 
Noughts  are  playing  in  the  NFL  or  going 
into  the  business  world,  but  1  haven't  ruled 
out  the  ministry  either,"  Bartholomew  said. 
"I'm  just  going  to  try  to  live  like  God  would 

have  me  to  live." 

Leaverton  Ccime 
to  the  hills  of 
Tennessee  from 
die  plains  of  Texas, 
havmg  grown  up 
and  accepted 
;Christ  at  First 
Church,  Midland, 
Texas.  It  was  at 
First  Church  that 
Leaverton  learned 
to  be  a  committed 
follower  of  the 
Lord. 

For  the  team's 
ace  kicker,  that 
means  being  at 
church  every 
Sunday  morning, 
even  during  foot¬ 
ball  season. 


Bartholomew 


"My  relationship  to  Jesus  is  even  more 
imTOrtant  than  sleep,"  Leaverton  said.  "It's 
difficult  on  some  weekends,  but  I  try  to 
stay  fciithful."  One  way  Leaverton  stays 
focused  is  through  discipleship  provided 
by  his  pcistor  in  IGioxville. 

Leaverton  also  finds  the  time  to  help 
with  the  youth  ministry  at  Christ  Covenant 
Church,  a  small  congregation  in  Knoxville. 
"I've  enjoyed  the  smaller  church," 
Leaverton  said.  "I've  enjoyed  the  family 
atmosphere." 

Back  on  campus,  Leaverton  has  been 
busy  helping  Bartholomew  disciple  their 
fellow  teammates. 
"Will  and  I  are  startin 
Bible  study  groups  cm( 
we  are  helping  some  of 
the  guys  who  just  got 
saved, he  said.  "It's  a 
humbling  responsibili¬ 
ty,  but  ir  5  been  such  a 
blessing." 

As  for  his  own  daily 
walk  with  the  Lord, 
Leaverton  said  it's 
important  to  remember 
that  Satan  is  always 
lurking.  "We're  under 
spiritual  attack.  And 
the  best  way  to  combat 
that  is  to  spend  time 
daily  with  the  Lord. 
The  Bible  is  our  spiritu¬ 
al  bread." 

Martin  is  a  man 
with  a  mission.  He 
proudly  shares  the  fact 
that  his  name  is  written 
in  the  Lamb's  Book  of 
Life.  So  proud,  that  he 
actually  had  a  word  of 
testimony  tattooed  onto  his  arm. 

Martin  is  more  them  obliging  when  fans 
ask  to  see  the  "In  God's  Hands"  logo 
emblazoned,  on  his  massive  arm.  "It's  true, 
you  know,"  Martin  said.  "I  really  am  in  the 
hands  of  God." 

Martin  uses  his  personal  testimony  as 
evidence.  Raised  in  a  housing  project, 
Martin  attended  a  Baptist  cnurch  in 
Alabama  where  he  accepted  Christ. 

He  went  on  to  lead  the  UT  Vols  to  their 
1999  national  championship  and  first 
undefeated  season  since  1938. 

Along  the  way,  Martin  has  earned  praise 
for  his  composure 
both  on  and  off  the 
football  field. 

"God's 

great,"  Martin 
"To  bring  someone 
from  a  humble  back¬ 
ground  and  onto  a 
football  team  ...  .  I've 
been  ve^  fortunate." 

"Christ  has  been 
very  strong  influence 
in  my  life,*^  he  said. 

"He  died  for  my 
sins.  No  one  is 
feet.  When  we  do  tal- 
ter,  his  love  and  grace 
forgives  us. 

"He  wants  us 
spread  the  gospel.  He 
has  sho\  vn  us  now  he 
expects  us  to  live. 

"It's  our  obligation 
and  responsibility 
live  as  close  to  these 
principles  as  we  can," 

Martin  said. 

As  the  team's  head 
coach,  Fulmer  sets  an 
example  of  Christian 
living  through  his 
relationships  with  the 


been 

said. 


Leaveitdh 

players  and  staff.  "God  is  doinj^re^rk- 
able  things  today,"  Fulmer  said.  'T  am 
blessed  to  have  such  great  players." 

For  Fulmer,  the  emphasis  is  not  on  foot¬ 
ball,  but  family.  He  and  his  wife,  Vicky, 
have  been  married  18  years. 

They  are  the  parents  of  three  daughters, 
Courtney,  16;  Bnttany,  14;  and  Allison,  12. 

The  head  coach  credits  his  wife  with 
being  a  strength  for  him  in  his  own  walk. 
"My  wife  is  a  tremendous  Christian  lady 
ana  a  real  strength  for  me,"  he  said. 

At  UT,  Fulmer  was  instrumental  in 
forming  a  FCA  chapel  program. 

"My  first  year  here,  I  started  a  chapel 
program.  There  were  six  guys  at  the  first 
meeting.  Now  We  have  num^rs  in  the  50s 
and  60s,"  he  said.  "We  have  a  very  strong 
commitment  to  that." 

Fulmer  doesn't  plan  on  quieting  his 
message  of  Christian  values. 

"The  fact  that  he  will  come  again,  I  live  . 
with  those  principles  every  day.  I  share 
those  principles  with  the  football  team,"  he 
pointed  out. 
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